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_ THE 
CHRISTIAN 


R E ADER. C 
[8 Hen I read the 
Ys Deſcr iption of 
* the Tunnlt in 
| Epheſus, Acts 9. 32. 
| I wherein ihey weld : 
bave their Diana to be 
Jure Divino, that it 
A 4 fell 


—— In var eemoomnen er teeny 


To the Reader. 
fell down from Tup1- 


ter ) zt appeares to me 
the too Methodicall V( 
caraGter of our preſent 
confuſions.Some ther- 
tore cryed one thing, 
and ſome another, 
tor the allembly was 
confuled and the 
more part knew not 
wheretore they were 
come together. O the 
diftraciions of our 
age? And how many 
thouſand know as lit- 
tle why the ſword was 
arawne, 


To the Reader. 


Wdrawn,as when it will 
Boe ſheathed. Indeed , 
BC thankes be to God ) 

we have no more houſe 
urnings but many 
Mart burnings, anf4 
hough outward bleeds 
ng bee ſtanched, it is 
0 be feared that the 
proken vaine bleeds 
nwardswhich is more 
angerous. 

This being our fad 
ondition , I perceive 
ontroverſiall writing 


ſounding fomewhat 
of 


To the Readcr. 


of Drums @- Trum- 
pets, ) doe but make 
the wound the wider,| 
Meditations are like| 
| tb: Miniſtrel*1hePro- 
E. Kings phet called for, to pa- 


+ 3-15- A W, | 
cifie is mindosli{ſcon- 


poſed with paſſion, 


which moved mee tofh - 
adventure on this| 
Treatiſe, as the moſt 
innocent and inoffen-| 
ſerve manner of write 
ing. 
[ confeſſe a Volunm) 
of another Subject, and| 
| : largert 


—— — 


larger Size, is ex peC}- 
ed from mee. But in 
London [I hawe learnt 
the difference, betwixt 
dewnright breaking, 


and craving time of 


their Creditors , Many 
ſufficient Merchants 
though not Soluable 


from the preſent make 


uſe of the latter, whoſe 
example I follow. And 


| though I cannot pay the 


Principall, yet T deſire 


ſuch ſmall Treatiſes 


may be accepted, from 
me 


To the Reader, Y | 


/ 


; 


_—_—_ — -— —__ — 


— 


To the Reader. 
me 4s Intereſt or con- 


{1deration mony, xr- 


fill 1 ſhal God willing 


be enabled to diſcharge 


the whole Debt. 
If any wonder that 
this Treatiſe contes 


boat: into the | 
et fuch know | 
that Dedications be. | 


World , 


girt now adayes to | 


grow out of faſhion. 
His Policy was com> | 


mended by many,( and | 


proved profitable un | 


to himſelfe ) who in» | 


ſtead | 


To the Reader. 


ſted of Selefs God- 
fathers, made all the 
Congregation Wit- 
neſles to bis Child, as 
T :ixvite the World to 
this my Booke, reque- 
ſting each one would 
| patroniſe therein ſuch 

parts and = 
thereof,as pleaſe them, 
ſo bopang that by ſeye- 
rall perfons the whole 
will be proteSGied. 

I bave Chriſtian 
Reader,( ſo far Tdare 
goe, not znquaring fora 

| the 


To the Reader. 


the Syre-name of thy 
Side or Scct = nothing 
more to Lurthen thy 
Patience with, Onely I 
will add, that 1 finde 
our Saviour in Tur- 
tullian and ancient 
Latine Fathers, _ con- 


f Seve ftantly ſtile a * Se- 


queſtrator in the pro- 
per notion of the 
Word. For God and 
man beeing at ods, the 
difference Was Seque- 
ſtred or referred into 


brifts. his hand to 
end 


To the Reader, 


nd and umpire it. How 
$ fareth wih thine 
$/tzte oz earth I _ 
$-ot, but I earneſily d: 
lire, that in bags 
both thou and I may e- 
Iver bee under Se- 
Jqueltration 22 that 
Mediator for Gods 
| and our good, 
Lo whoſe protection 
I Ibo art committed 


| Thy Prothcrin all 
Chriſtian Oftces, 


THoFuLLER. 


CACTEREna TNA 
TVv: 


PERS pe. 


MEDITATIONS. 


I. 
Curioſity Curbed, 


YE TEN have [ 
8 thought with my 
> ſelfo, What Dyl- 
IG 1 would 'bebelt CON- 
ented to die of. None 
leale mee. The Stone, 
he Cholick terrible, as 
xpetted, intolerable, 
" 6 fa. The Þalfie is 
death before Death. The- 
B Colts 


| ——— — 


- 
[ 
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Conſumption a flatte- 
ring Diſeaſe, cozening 
men into Hope of long 
life at the Jaſt gaſpe, 
Some lickneſle beſot,  o- 
thersenrage men, ſome 
are too ſwift, and others 
tooflow. 

If I could as ealily de- 
cline diſeaſes as I could 
diſlike them, I ſhould be 
1mmortall. But away 
with theſe thoughts. The 
Marke muſt not chuſe 
what Arrow ſhall be ſhot 
againſt it, What God 
ſends I muſt receive, May 
T not beſo curious to 
know what weapon ſhall 
wound me, ascarefull to 
provide the Plaiſter of 
| "i 


Wa waz 
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Patience againſt it. Only 
thus much in generall : 
commonly that licknefle 
ſeifeth on men, which 
they leaſt ſuſpect. Hethat 
expe(ts to be drown'd 
with a Dropfie may bee 
burnt with a Fezzozr,and 
ſhe that feares to bee 
ſwelne with a Tympazy 
may be ſhriveled with a 
Conſumption. 


TI. 


Deceiv'd, not hurt. 

Earing a paſſine- Bel, 

[ prayed that the ck 
m1 might have through 
Chriſta ſafe Voyage to his 
long home. Afterwards [ 
B 2 un- 


4 Perſonall 1editations. 


underſtood thatthe par- 
ty was dead fome houresÞþ 
before; and it ſeemes in 
ſome places of London 
the Tolling of the Bell, is 
buta Preface of conrſeto 
the ringing 1t out. 

Bel!s better ſilent then 
thus telling Lyes. What is 
this but givine afalleala- 
rum to mens Devotions, 
to make them to be ready 

armed with their Prayers 
» for the aſſiſtance of ſuch, 
' who have already fought 
the good fight, yea and 
gotten the Conqueſt £ 
Not to fay that mens 
Charityherein m ay beſuſ -| 
peed of Superſtition in 
praying 


Perſe vnall Meditations. 


raying for the Dead. 
However my Heart thus | 
powred out,was not [pilt 


$ 

\ $11» ground. Fj { 'y prayers 

\ Woo /ate to ave nin god, 

Fame ſoon? enough to 
7 Till 147 

\ Peake my good will, What 


freely tendred God 
airely tooke, according to , 
he integrity of my Intcn- | 
ion. The Partie Thope is 
n Abraham's and my 
 Wrajers T1 am ſure are 
eturned into my OWne 
olom. | 


X ITT. 


Nor full, nor faſting. 
| Iving in a Country 
Uillage where a Bu'- 
B 3 riall 


6 ; Perſonall Meditations, 


riall wasa rarity, I never 
thought of Death,it was 
ſo ſcldome preſented 
unto me. Comming to 
London where there 1s 
plenty of Funeralls, (ſo 
that Cofftins crowd one. 
another, & corps in the 
grave juſtle for Elbow. 
roome) [ {light and neg- 
lect death becauſe grownf ? 
an object ſo conſtant and 
common, _| 

How foule is my ſto- 
mach to turne all foode 
into bad humours? Fu. | 
neralls neither few nor 
frequent, worke effectu-j v 
ally upon mee. Londonſſ 1 
1s a Library of Mortality. 
Uoiumes of all fortsand 
{17es, 


Wa. «a <4 -—- $ pP— OT a—_ — __ a 
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ſizes, rich, poore, infants, 
children, youth , men, 
dF o!d-men daily dic; I fee 
off there 1s more required to 
$Y make a good Scholler, 
off then onely the having of 
.& many bookes: Lord be 
ef thou my Schoolemaſter, 
© and teach mee to number 
| 1 dayes that I may apply 
nf my heart nnto Wiſcdome. 
d 


ITIL 


c Strange and True, 
[Read in the * Revela- , 

rf © tation of a Beaſt,one of 3. 
whole Heads was as it 

: were wornded to Death, 1 

expected in the next 

verſe, that the Beaſt 

B 4 ſhould 


\ 
| 


Rev. 13» 


Perf: onall Meditations. 
ſhould die, as the moſt 


probable conſequence, 
conlidering 


t. It wasnota ſcratch, ! 


but a wound. 


2. Not a wound ih a 


flethly part, or out-limbs 


of the body, but in the] 
very head, he ThroneF' 


of Reaſon. 

3. No light wound, 
but in outward Appari- 
tion, ( having no other 
Probe but St. Johns Eyes 
to ſearch it ) it ſeemed 
deadly. 

But Dm what imme- 


diatcly tollowes, and his Þ 


deadly wound was healed, 
| Who would have ſuf- 
pected 'this inference 


from 1 


Perſonall Meditations. 


rom theſe premiſes. But 
«not this the lively Ems 
lm ot my naturall cor- 


uption ? Sometimes [I 


-onceive that by Gods 
;race I havecorquered 
anc: ki:l'd, ſubdued and 
Jane, maim d and mor- 
iffed the deedes of the 
'Þh: never more ſhaill 
xc moleſted or butieted, 
1th ſuch a boſom linne_ 
vhen, alas / by thenext 


Ecturne, the news 1s, 1t 15 
revived, . and recovered. 


hus Tenches though 
orievoully gaſhed, pre- 
ently plaiſter them- 
ves whole by that di- 
ie and unctious hu- 


mourthey haveinthem ; 


and 


IO 


Per(onall Meditations. 


and thus the inherent] g 
Balſam of Badneſle] S 
quickly cures my cor-Fl: 
ruption,not a ſcarretobeJn 
ſeene. I perceive I ſhallJn 
never finally killit, till Yr] 


firſt I be dead my ſelfe, C 


x 
4 
V. Y 


Bluſl.ing to be Rluſh= 
ed for. 


A Perſon of great On 
lity was pleaſed to 


lodge a nigtt in my 
Houſe. I durſt not invite 
him tomy Family.Prayer, 
and therefore for that 
time omitted it : thereby 
making a breach in a 


good 


> {- ee 


ld ff 


— 
«A 44 


— 


ws + 


Fer{q onall Meditations. tt 
good cuftome & giving 


Sathan advantage to al- 
ſault it, Yea the looſe- 
Jning of ſuch a Linke, 
J might have endangered 
J the ſcattering of the 
» & Chaine. 

3 Bold Bafhfulneſle , 
J v hich durſt offend God, 
whil'(t it did feare man, 
J Eſpecially conſidering 
J that though my Gueſt 
was never ſo high ,, 
yet by the Lawes of Ho- 
ſpitality, T was above 
him, whilſt he was under 
my Roote. Hereafter 
wholoevercometh with- 
in the Dores, ſha}l bee 
requeſted to come with- 
In the Diſcipline of my 
Houſe 


Perſonall Mcdit ations. 


houſe; It accepting my 
homely dict, he will not 
refule my home-devoti- 
on;and fitting at my Ta- 
ble, will be 1ntreated to 
kneel downe by it. 


VI. 


Alaſh for Lazineſſe, 
Hamefull my {Joath, 
— that havedeferred my 
Night-Prayer, till T am 
in bed. This lying along 
Is an Improper poſture 
for picty. Indeed there 
15no contrivance of our 
body, but ſome good 
man in Scripture hath 
hanſeled it with Prayer. 
The Publican ſtanding, 
Tob 


Pe ſon all Meditations. 13 


lob * lute. , Hezeks th, Toh. 29. 
t lying on his bed, * £1; þ » "ps 
- Fitch his face between bis 2 
cvs. But ofall geſt ſtures 
prveme St. Panles, * For » gpl, 2 
this can'e T bow my knees 12: 
tothe Father of :1y Lurd 

ſ:{s Chriſt. Knees v. hen 

they may , then they 

muſt bebcnded 

[ have read a Copy of 

agrant of liberty, from 
Queene Mary to Hemry 
Rutclfe Earle of Suſſex, 
giving him * leave to *Weavers 
weare 4 Nieht-Cap or fur-Mon-p 
Corf 11 ber Majcſties pre- "7 
ence,counted a great fa- 
rour becauſe of his In- 
trmity.Il know m caſe of 


neceflity , God would 
grath: 


ax ir enwtoc A. 2%. A. , BY 3. _ F* 


——_ 


— 
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Perſonall Meditations, | 
gratiouſly accept my de.} 
votion., bound downe int 
4 ficke dreſſing; but now! 
whilſt Tam in perfect 
health, it is inexcuſable. 
Chriſt commanded ſom 
to take mp their bed, in 
token of their full reco- 
very; My lazineſſe ma; 
ſuſpect,leaſt thus my bes 
taking me up, prove a} 
preſage of my enſuing 
{1ckneſle. But may GodF:; 
pardon my Idlenetle this] 
once, I will not againe 


offend mi the ſame kind, 


by bis grace hereafter. 


iT Perſonall Meditations, 15 
6. 
" - 
ay Roote, Branch, and 
Frutt. 
"f Poor man 0 f Sevil in 
n Spaine, Hex a fair 
SLzd fruitfull Peare-tree , 
Bone of the Fathers of the 
Inquiſition deſired ( fuch 
FT yrant 5 requeſt s,are com- 
' mandes) It ome of the frujt 
thereof. The poore man, 
Y not out of eladneſſe to gra- 
eMtifie, but feare to offend, as 
1, Yif it were a finne for him 
to have better fruit, then 
his betters, ( ſuſpeFing 
on his deniall the Tree 
mieht be made his owne 
Rod, rf not hzs Gallows) 
plucked 


V IT. 


7 


* Math. 3- 
8. 


16 


Perſonall Meditations. 


plucked up tree, roots 


and all and gave it unto 
him. 
Allured with love tofY 
God, and adwviled by my 
owne advantage. what he 
Was frighted to do, , Twi, 
Jreely performe. God cal- 
lethon mee to preſent hm 
with * fruis,mcet for re- 
pentance.zcalet him take 
all, ſoulcand body, powers, 
and parts, faculties, and 
members of both, I offer a 
ſacrifice unto himſelfe, 
good reaſon, for indeed the 
Tree was hjs, beſorc it 
was mine, and I give him 
of his owne. 
Beſdes it was doubt- 
full, whether the poore | 
mans 


Perſonall Meditations. 17 
111 Atateriall Tree, be- 
10 removed, would grow 
C.UunesSOme plants,tranfe 
$/.:inted ( eſpecially when 
1d) become ſullen,and ds 
) Wot enjoy themſelves, in a 
e Worle wherewith they were 
4 nacquainted, But ſareT 
-&» when I have given 
"$»y ſelfe to God, the mov- 
* @»g of my ſoule ſhall be the 


© Wrending of it, he will oo "OM 
| reſſe ſo 210849 and x29; Ioh. IS. 2. ; 


z 

I prime and purge mee, 

'F/:t I ſhall bring forth 
mojt fruit in my Age. 


VIII. 

'Y God [peed the Plow. 
Saw m ſeed-time an 
Hujbandman at Plow, in 

avery 


%. 
12 Perſonall Meditations, 
very raining day, aſk 
inches —_ he 
would not rather lea 
| off, then labour in ſud 
foule weather, his anſwe 
was returned mein the 
Country Rythme. 
Sow Beanes in the Mud 
And they'le come up like 
Wood. 
This could not by 
*Pſa-126. minde mee of * Davis 
526: expreſſion, They that 
inteares, ſhall reape 1 
joy. He that goeth fort 
and weepeth, bearing pre 
' Cious ſeed, ſhall doubtle 
come againe with rejoyce 
ing, bringine his ſheave 
with him. 
Theſe laſt five yeare 
| hav: 


Perſonall Meditations. 


ave been a wett and 
vocful Seeds time tome, 
nd many of my afflicted 
prethren. Little - hope 
ave wee, as yet,to come 
gaine to our owne 
homes; and 1n a literal! 
enſe, now to bring oxr 
heaves, which wee ſee 0- 
hers dayly carry away, 
Wn their ſhoulders. But 


f we ſhall not ſharein 
he former, Or latter har- 
eſt here on Earth, the 
hird and laſt in Heaven, 
ce hope undoubtedly 
0 recelve. 


IX. Cras 


19 


20 Perſonall Meditations, 


> #9 
Cras Cras. 


( 3&eat was the Abu 
— danceand bolnelit 
of the Frogs in * Egypt 
which went up and can 
into their Bedchambers, 
and beds, and kneading 
troughs, and very Ovens, 
Strange that thoſe Fenn- 
dwellers ſhould approach 
the fiery Region 5 Put 
{ſtranger , that Rharoah 
ſhould bee ſo backward 
to have them removed 
and being demanded of 
Moſes when hee would 
have them ſent away,an- 
{wered, 


erſon ll Meditation 5: 21 
ered. fo * Morrow Hed * Exoq. 
huld bee contetit with 8.16- 
cir company one 
ght, at bed and at bord, 
ith belike toacknow- 
ge either Gods Juſtice 
{encing, orpowerm 
Wemanding them, but 
llhopting that they Ca- 
ally came, and mivhe 
ſuully depart. 
Leave T any longer to 
onder at Pharo#h, and 
Sen admire at my ſelfe, 
hat ate my \mnesbut 
d many Toades , 'ſpit- 
1g of venome 8pawn- 
g of Poyſon ; croaking 
my judgement, Cree- 
og intomy Will , and 
aw]ing into my affecti- 
ONS. 


22 
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ons, ThisI ſee, and ſuffer 
and ſay with "Pharoah, ( 
Morrow,to morrow I 
amend. Thus as the #4 
brew Tongue , hath 

proper Preſent-tenſe, b 

two Future-ten ſes, 101 
the performances of ny 


reformation, are onel y ff 


promiles for the time tt 
come. Grant, Lord, I ma 


{coſonably drowne thy 
Pharoah-like procraſtina 
tion In the. Sea of repen. 
tance, leaſtit drownemeſ 
in the Pit of pereteion. 


X.Green 


I 


s, Perf, onall M edjtations: 


& PODS © 


Ll Green when Gray. 
IN September I faw a 
i tree bearing Roſes, 
ly hilt others of the ſame 
Wind, round about -it, 
avere barren; demandin 
he cauſe of the Gard:- 
::r, why that Tree was 
Sn exception. from the 
.ulcof the reſt, this rea- 
Mon was rendred, becauſe 
thit alone being clipt 
cloſe m May, was then 
hindred to ſpring and 
Fiprout , and therefore 
tooke this advantage by 
it ſelfe, to bud in Au- 
tumne, Lord 


24 


Perſonal! Meditation. 
Lord, 1fI were curb! 
and Snip't-m my your 
ger yeares by feare « 
my parents, from tho. 
vicious excreſcencies 
to which that age 
ſubject, give mee tc 
have a godly jealonſre © 
ver my heart, ſuſpcctmy 
an Al ne-Sprins, loa 
corrupt 'nature, ( which 
without thy r-{{rainin 
2 ace will have a Four 
break forth tn my redu. 
cc yeares into youth- 
full vanities. | 


XI. Miferer: 


Perſonall Meditations. 


X 1. 


Miſerere, 


Here goes a Traditi- 
on of Ovid, that fa- 
Fous Poet ( receiving 
ome countenance from 


bout'to beratehim, for 
Following the pleaiant , 
Hut protitleile ſtudy of 
etrie,heunder correC(t- 
on promiſs'd his Fatner, 
ever more to MaKEA 
'erſe, and made a Ver/e 

n his very Prozyſc. Pro- 
bably the ſame in ſenſe, 
dut Herts moreele- 
.C gant 


25 


. is owne co fellton * » De miſt 
us 1 2 
hat when his Father was i as, 


. 6 

by -3'W 
- ol 
EL 


© Perſonal Meditations, 


gant for compolure,the 
this verſe with comma 
credulity hath taken up 


Parce precor, Genitor i 


poſthac non verſrficabo, 
Father on me pitty take 
Verſes I no more wil, 
make, 


When I ſo ſolemneh 
promiſe my Heavenly 
Father toſinne no more, 
I ſinne in my very pro- 
miſe, my weake prayer 


made to procure my par 


don, increaſe my guilt 
neſle, O the dulnelte and 
deadneſſe of my hear 
«Exod. therein | I ſay my pray: 
22.11 ers asthe* Jewes cate the 
| Paſſover 


( 


p erſe »1all Meditations. 
over in haſte. And 
hereasin bodily Act1- 
s motion 15s the cauſe 


&. the more ſpeed 1 
. Minakein my prayers the 
 Widerlam in my De- 
Motion, 


XIL. 


Monarchy and mercy. 


N reading the Roman , 
(whilſt under Con(lls) 
$ 3elgick Hiſtories of the 
nited Provinces, I Te- 
nember not ahy Ca- 
pitall offender being 
Wondemued, ever forgiven 
Sut alwayes after Ser- 
| C 2 tence, 


heatez cleane contra- 


27 
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tence, followes execnti 
It jeemes that the ve 
conſtitution of a mul 
tude1s not ſo 1nclinab 
to ſave as to deft 
Such Aulers in Ariſtocr 
cies or Popular State 
cannot ſo properly b8// 
called GoDs, becauiÞ 
though having the gre 
Attributes of a DeitfF< 
Power, and Iuſtice, th 
want ( or w1l: not ufc 
then.oft god-Jike pn 
perty of Ges, clemen 
to forgive. 

May 1dye in thatG 


vernment, under whichF! 


was borre, wherea M 

march duth commant 

Kings where they k 
Ca 


p 


erſonall Meditations. 29 
ule, have gratiouſly 
anted pardons, to men 
pointed to death x 
rcin the lively 1-240 
GoD, to whom belonss 
reies and * forgive- 
S//:. And, although 1 
Will endeavour fo to be- 
ve my ſelfe, as not to 
ed my Soveraienes fa- 
ur in this kind, yet be- 
uſe none can warrant 
s Innocency 1n all 
ings, It 1s co? fortable 
ng inſuch a common + 
ealth, where Pardons 
retofore on occalion 
ve been, and hereaf- 
may be procured. 


C 3 XIILW»at 
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X ITI. 


IWhat helps not. hurt, 
; 

A erm thought an 
inmy heart, inſtad} 
ly my corruption * 
raines it ſelfe to bell © 
Advocate for jt, ple t 
ding that the worlt off © 
- could be ſaid again * 
- was this, that it waſh " 
Vaine thoneht, t 
rt 


And 1s not this theht 
that can be ſaid for 1 1 
Remember O my ſoul} * 


* Luk: 1 
-. s the*® Fg tree was chat : 
ed not withbearing na © 
on :b ut 220 fruit. Yeallff © 
n 


barren Fig-tree baret 


þ 


ain _ - — - _ 
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fruit of Annoyance,Cut it 
downe why clmmoreth it 
the gronn: Deain thouchts 
doc "ahh im my hart 
that they Coc no good 
Pelides the Fie-tree 
Pelter'd but one part of 
of the Garden, good 
Grapes might grow, at 
the ſame time, in other 
Places of the Vineyard, 
But ſeeing my Soule 1s 
ſo intent on 1s object, 
that 1t cannot atter:d 
two things at oncc, one 
Tree for the time being 1s 
all my Vineyard. A vane 
Thought engroſſeth all 
the Ground of my heart, 


ni, 


tillthat be rooted our, 


no good meditation can 
C4 grow 


Jl 
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grow with it or by it, 


32 


XITII. 


JÞ the moſt healthfull 
times, two hundred and 
upwards, was the con- 
{tant weekely tribute 
paied to mortality in 
London. A Large Bill 
but it mult be diſcharged 
Can one City ſpend ac- 
cording to this weekely | 
rite, and not be Banke- 
rupt of Peopie? At leaſt 
wiſe muſt not my ſhort 
be called for, to makeup 
the reckoning? 


| Alwayes ſeen, never 
| * 


minded. 


| 


—_— > war A > a. 4 ©. .m. a Reds. 
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When 
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When onely ſeven 
young-men and thoſe 
choſen, * by Lot, were 
but yearely taken out of 
Athens, to be devoured 
by the monſter AMino- 
tayre, the whole Citty 
was in a conſtant fright, 
children for themſelves, 
and parents for their 
children. Yea theireſca- 
ping ofthe firſt, was but 
an introduction to the 
next yeres Lottery. 
Were the dwellers 
F and lodgers -m London 
weekly to caſt Lotts, 
who ſhould make up 
this two hundred, how 
would every one be at- 
frighted £ Now none re- 
C5 gard 


33 


* Plur. arty 


lives in 


Theſco, | 


34 
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gard it, My ſecurity 


concludes the aforeſaid 


number, will amount of 


Infants and old folke, 
Few men of middle age 
and amongſt them, ſure. 
Iynot my ſelfe. But oh! 
1s not this putting the e- 
vill day far from me, the 
ready way to bring it the 
neareſt tome? The Lot 
is weakly drawn(though 
not py mee) for mee, [ 
am therefore concerned 
ſerioully to provide, leſt 
that deaths Price, prove 
my Blanke, 


XV. Not 
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X V. 


Not whence, but whither. 


þ [nding a bad thought 
an my heart, I diſput- 
ed in my {c\fe the cauſe 
thereof; whether it pro- 
ceeded from the Devil, 
or my owne corruption, 
examining it by thoſe 
Sienes, Divines 1n this 
caſe recommended. 
1. Whether it camein 
incoherently, or by de- 
pendance on ſome object 
preſented to my ſenſes. 

2. Whether the thought 
was at full age at the Erſk 
inſtagt, or infant-ke, 
grew 


26 
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grew greater by degrees,| 

2 Whether out or in 
the road of my naturall 
inc]ination. 

But hath not this In. 
quiry, more of curioſit 
then Religion? fiend 
ter derive not the Pedi- 
gree, but make the mitti. 
mys of (uch nag” Fs 
Suppole a confederacy 
betwixt T heeves with- 
out, and falſe ſervants} 
within, to aſſault and} 
wound the Maſter of a 
family : thus wounded, | 
would he diſcuſs, from | 
which of them, his hurts | 

roceeded, No ſurely, 
ſpeedily ſend for a} 
Surgeon, before he bleed | 


0 
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FJ to death. I willno more 


put it to the ©@xeſtion, 
whece my bad thoughts 
come, but whither I 
ſhall ſend them, leaſt - 
this curious controverſy 
_ betray mee in- 


toa conſentunto them. 
FL 


Storme, fteere 01. 


| Y i; He Mariners (ayling 
w 


ith St. Pax, bare 


J up bravely againſt the 
I Tempeſt, whilſt either 
J Art orindultry could be- 


friend them. Finding 


4 bothto faile, and that 
J they could notany lon- 


ger 
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er bearenp into the wink M\; 
they even let their Shih, 
drive. I have indeavoulc, 
red in theſediſtemperattY; 
times, to hold up my /pi 
r:ts, and to ſteerethenſ 
ſteddily. An happy peat 
here, was the port wher. +} 
at Idelired toarive. Noyfl 
alaſſe the Stormegrowel 
to ſlurdy for the Plot Wt 
Hereafter all the $kill 1, 
will uſe, 1snoskill at all; 
but even let my ſhip faileY { 
whither the winds ſend; 
It. A 
Noahs Arke was bound |{ | 
for no other Port, but. 
preſervation for the pre-| 
ſent, (that Ship being all (| 
the Harboxr ) not inten- | 
ding 


1. rerſonall Meditations. 


a Sing to find land, but to 
WWoat on water. May my 
$Soule, ( though not ſail- 
Sng to the deſired Ha- 
-$cn) onely be kept from 
inking in ſorrow. 

This comforts mee 
that the moſt weather- 
beaten Vellell cannot 
properly be ſeized on 
fora IWrack,, which hath 
any quick cattle re- 
\F maining therem. My 
@ ſpirits are not as yet for- 
J {cited todeſpaire, having 
4 one lively ſpark of hope 
$ in my heart, becauſe God 
J i even where he was be- 


fore. 


X VII, Wit- 


» 


39 
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I7. Kt 
Wit-out-Witted. | 1 


AF 
Job chid the man, (a 
known in Scripture | 
his name, well known 
for his wiſedome,) fa 
not killing Abſalen, 
when hee ſaw him han. 
| the Tree, promiſe 
ng him for his paine $1 
ten ſhekles and a girdle. 
But the man, ( having 
the Kings command toi 
the contrary, ) refuſed} 
| his proffer, Well hee 
knew that politick Stats 
men would have dange- || 


rous defignes fetcht = J 
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fthe fire, but with 0. 
her mens fingers. His 
$6:r4/e promiſed might 
| n payment, prove an 
$.i/tar. Yea hee added . 
#Snoreover, that had hee 
W:i1d 4b/ulon,Joab himſelf 
nf would have ſet bimſelfe , 
for gainſt hin. 12. 
mY Satan daily ſolicits me 
n-So linne, (point blancke a- 
1-Serinſt Gods Word,) bai- 
x Wing m2 with profers beſt 
plealing my corruption. 
gti conſent, he who laſt 
oFiempred, firſt * acculeth » rg... 
d ne. The fauning Spann- 10: 
efncll, turnesa fierce Lion 
Sand roareth out my 
. (Faults in the Eares of 
| FHeaven, Grant, Lord, 
7 when 


2 Perfonall Meditations, 


when Satan ſhall next 
ſerve me, as Joav did thy 
nameleſs 1ſraelite, I may; 
ſervehim. as the name! 
lefle Iſraelite , 1d Joal 
flatly refuling his dece| 
full Tenders. 


T 

| 

| 
WD - xm. 
=_ 


Hereaftcr. 
JT 42is faſted 8& prayed 


for his fick Sorn: 
that his life might bel 
prolonged. Put when he 
was dead, this conſtdersh 

tion comforted him. 
* Sam, 2. ſhall © goe to him, But hi| 
12.23: (hall not returne to me. " 
Peace did long lie lax.) 


gniſhing 


. 
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euſhinginthis Land, No 
{mall contentment that. 
to mV poore power, I 
have prayed and preached 
for the preſervation 
thereof, Seeing fince it 
1s departed this Supports 
my ſoule, having little 
hope that Peace here 
ſhould returne to mee; 
] have ſome aſlurance 
that I ſhall goe to peace 
heareafter. 


R1TX. 


Bal at beſt. 


J 04, how come wick- 

ea thoughts to per- 
plex me in my Prayers , 
when 
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when Idelire and en. | 
deavour onely to attend f 
thy $-rvice? Now I per. | 
ceive the cau'e thereof, 
at other times I have 
willingly entertained 
them, and now they cn- 
tertaine themſelves a- 
gainſt my will.l acknow- 
ledge thy juſtice, that 
what formerly I have in- 
vited, now I cannot ex- 
pell. Give me here af- 
ter alwayes to bolt out 
ſuch il] exzſtes. The beſt 

way to be rid of fuch bad. 
thoughts in my Prayers IS 
not to receive them out 
of my Prayers. 


X X. Com- 
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X X, 


J Compendium diſpendinm. 


Pope Boniface the ni.:th 
at- the end of each 
hundred yeares, app« 1; x- 
ed a Invilee at Rome, 
wherein people , bring- 
ing themſelves, and »10- 
wey thither had Rgrdon 
for their ſinnes, 

Put Centerary yeares 
returnd but ſeldome 
J ſopeawere old before and 
covetmwous when th 
came to their place. Few 
$ had the happineſle to 
4 fill their Coffers with 1#- 
bilee- Coyne, Herenpon, 
* Clee 


45 


46 
* Exairen- 
con. Tri- 
dent. pag: 
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* Clement the (1xth re- 
duced it to every fif-| 
teenth'yeare. Gregory the 
eleventh to every three |þ 
and thirtieth, Parl the fe. | 
cond, and Sixtus the 
fourth toevery twenti- 
eth fifth yeare. 

Yea,an Agitation 1s re- 
ported in the Conclave, 
to bring downe Inbilces 
to fifteenth, twelve, or 
ten Fares, had not ſome 
Cardinalls, ( whoſe poli- 
cy wasabove their cove- 


_ teouſnes) oppoſed it. 


I ſerve my prayers , 
as they their Tubilees.per- 
chance they may extend 
to a quarter of an houre, 
when powred out at 

large 


| 
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arce. But ſome dayes 
| begrutch this time as 
too much, and omit the 


S'r:face of my Prayer , 
$1th ſome pallages con- 


cived lefſematerial, and 
unne twoor three Peti- 
jons 1ntO oxe, locontraCt- 
ngthem to h4lfe 2 quar- 
ter of an Houre. 
Not long after, this alſo 
cemes two long;I decon- 
ra and abridee the A- 
ridgement of my Prayers, 
ea, ( be it confeſled to 
ny ſhame and ſorrow 
hat hereafter I may a- 
mend it ) too often I 
Irinke my Prayers tOAa 
minute, toa moment, io 4 
or have mercy upon me, 


SCRIP- 


[cor tPTURE 
O3BSER VATIONS. 


— 


I. 


Prayer may Preach. 


Ather,lI thank thee 

( laid our * $4- 

D v. our, being rea- * John tx 
dy to raiſe Luazaras j that 5" 
thou hiſt heard me, nl 

1 | now that thou he reſt 
me alwaies, but becauſe of 
th: P.ople that ſtand by, T 
Jad it, that they may bee- 
lieve that thou haſt ſent 

D Me. 
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me. Itislawfull for Mi. 
niſters 1n their publique 
Prayers to inſert paſſage 
for the Edifying of thei 
Auditors ,, at % ſame} 
time petitioning God & 
informing their Hearer.. 
For our Saviour glancing 
his Eyes at the Peoples 
inſtruction, did no whit 
hinder the ſteadfaſtneſſe 
of his lookes, lifted up to 
is Father. | 
When before Sermon 
I pray formy Soveraicne 
& Maſter K'NG of gret 
Br;taine,France,and Ire- 
land, Def. nder of the 
Faith, in all cares, and 
over all perſon 5,&+c, Some 
( who omit it chem- 
* ſelves) 


s. Wl Scripture Obſervations. 57x 
1i.Yclves) may cenſure it in 
uvelÞne for ſuperfluous - But 
&fÞ1cver more neede to 

ir Mtcach inen the Kines Ti- 
neftle, & their owne iuty, 
that the ſimple may be 
informed, the forgetfull - 
remembre«d thereof, and 
thai the atfecicdly Igno- 
rant, who will nor take 
Advice, may have all cx- 
cuſe taken from them, 
Wherefore in powring 
forth my prayers to God, 
well may I therein ſprin- 
kle ſome by-drops for 
the Inſtruction of the 
people. 


D 2 The 
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[1. | 


of Y 
The Vicious Meane. 


Fo 


n 
| 1. 

: 2 Ophar the Naam t 
thite menticneth x 
ſort of men, in- who 


EG mouthes wickedneſſe f. 
I 24 ſweet, They hide it un. , 
der their ton \He,the » ſpare : 


it, and forſaleit not, but 
keepe it ſtill in ther 
mouth. This furniſheth N "* 


me with a Tripartite di. || * 
viſion of men in the © 
World. > 
The brſt and beſtarc | © 
thoſe, who o't fin out, 
Joathing it In their judg- 


wents, and leaving itin 
thi praciice, 1 ho 


Lp 
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The ſecond ſort, noto- 
Fiouſly wicked , who 

Swallow finne downe, 

&ctually and openly com- 
6 Syittingit. 
| The third endeavou- 
0g and expedient be- 
\ Mewixt Heaven and Hell, 
neither doe nor deny 
their luſts; neither ſpit- 
ting them out nor (wal- 
lowing them downe, but 
rolling them under their 
tongn2s,cpicurizing ther- 
on, in their filthy fanctes 
and obſcene ſpeculati- 
ons. 


If Godat the laſt day 


of judgement hath three 
hands, a right for the 
Sheep, a left for the 
D 3 Goates 


33 
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Goates,the middle ismoſ: 
proper for theſe thir! 
\ort of mc«cn. Put both 
theſe latter kinds of (in. 
ners ſhall] be confounded 
together, The rather be. 
cauſe a {inne thus rolled, 
becomes ſo ſoft and ſup. 
le, and the Throat is { 
ſhort and ſlippery a pal- 
ſage, that inſenfibly it 
may {lide downe from 
the mouth into the Sto- 
mach, and contempla- 
tive wantonneſle quickly 
turnes into practicall un- 
cleanelle, 


TIT. Store. 
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f & iP 


Store n0 Sore. 


Ob had a cuſtome to 


dF * otter burnt offerings ac- 
pj cording to the number 
off of his Sonnes , for * he »1g, 1.5. 


ſaid , It may be that my " 
Sonnes in their feaſting k 
haup ſinned, and curſed | 
God in their hearts. It 
nay be, not it muſt be, he 
was not certaine but ſuſz 
pected it. But now; what 
if his Sonnes had not ſin- 
ned? was Tob's labour 
loſt, and his Sacrifice of 
noneefftet? Ohno! on- 
ly their property was al- 

D 4 tered; 


56 
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tercd; In caſc his Sonnes| 
were found faulty , hs 
Sacrifices tor them were 
propitiatorie, & through 
Chriſt obtained ther 
pardon : In caſe they 
were innocent his offe. 
rings were Exchariſticall, 
returning thankes to 
Gods w Wc grace, 
for keeping his Sonnes 
from ſuch ſinnes, which 
otherwiſe they would 
have committed. 

] ſee in all doubtfull 
matters of Devotlon, it 
1s wiſeſt to be on the ſu- 
reſi ſide, better both lock, 
and bolt, and barre it, 
then leave theleaſt doore 
of danger open. Haſt 

thou 
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J thou done what is diſpu- 
table whether 1t be well 
done? Is it a meaſurin 
h coſt whether it be lawfull 
r [or no? Sothat thy conſci- 
ence may ſeeme in a 
manner to ſtand Neuter, 
\ I Sue* a conditional pardon 
» Rout of the court of hea- 
ven, the rather becauſe 
our ſelfe-love 1s more 
prone to flatter, then our 
godly jealouſie to ſulpeRt 
our ſelves without a 
cauſe, with fuch humili- 
tv heaven 1s well pleaſed. 
For ſuppoſe thy ſelfe ©- 
er-cautious needing no 
forgiveneſſe 1n that par- 
cular, God will inter- 
pret the pardon thou 


Ds Ppray- 


37 
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prayeſt for tobe the pra 
ſes preſented unto him, | 


ITIL, 


Line 0n Line, 


| 
| 


Oſes in Gods mr 

did counſell Joſhw, 
Deutronomie 31. 23. k 
ſtrong, and of a good con 
rage, for thou ſhalt brin 
the children of Iſrael int 
the land which I ſware t 
them. God immediate 
did command him, Joſh 
T. 6. Be ſtrone and of 
good courage, and againe 
V. 7. Onely be thou ſtron 
and very conragions; and 
againe V. 9. Have I nf 

co 


a6 La. a Mi —_— — "oY - 


Scripture Obſervations. 59 


commanded thee2be ſtrong 
and of a good conrage, be 
not affraid, neither be not 
diſmaid, Laſtly the Ru 
benttes, and Gadites 
heartily deſired him, v. 
18. Onely be ſtrong and of 
a good conrage. 

Was Joſhnaa dunce or 
a coward ? did his witt 
or his valour want an 
edge? that the ſame pre- 
cept muſt ſo often be 
preſs'd upon him, no 
doubt neither but God 
ſaw it needfull , that J-- 
ſ'a1ſhould have courage 
of Provfe, who was to en- 
counter both the froward 
ew, and the ficrce Canaa- 


nite, 
Though 


60 


* Ela. 28. 


IO, 


 the*ſword in Paradiſe, 
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Though metal on me. 
tal, colour on colgur bef 
falfe Heraldry, * line on 
line, precept on precept, | 
15 true divinity. | 

Be not therefore of- | 
fended 0 my ſoule, if the | 
ſame Dodrine be often 
delivered unto thee by 
difterent Preachers : If 
the ſame. precept (like 


which tarned every way) 
doth hunt and haunt 
thee, tracing thee which 
way ſoever thou turneſt 
rather conclude that thou 
art deeply concerned in 
the practice thereof 
which God haththought 
fit Rouſe be ſo frequent- 


ly 
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ly inculcated into thee. 


V. 


0 the Depth. 


Ad I beheld Sodome 
in the beauty thereof 
and had the Argel told 
BK me, that the ſame ſhould 
Bl be ſuddainly deſtroyed, 


by a mercileſle Element , 
I ſhould certainly have 
concluded that Sodom 
ſhould have been drownd 
led thereunto' by theſe 
conſiderations, 

1. It was fituated in 
the Plaize of Tordan , 2 
flat, low, level Country. 

2, It was well watered 


* every - 


6 


- -03 
OI 
Jo 
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* every where, and wher 


alwayes there is wateſ 
enough there may ſome| 


trnmes be too much. 
3. Jordan had a qual. 


ty in the > fir moneth ty 


. overflow * al his bankes, | 
But no dropp of moiſ. 


ture 1s ſpilt on Sodom, i 
1s burnt to Aſhes. Hoy 
wide are our conjectures, 
when they guetleat Gods 
judgements? How farre 
are his wayes abore our 
apprchenfrons-? Eſpect 
ally when wicked men 
with the Sodomites wan- 
cer 1n ſtrange ſinnes out 
of the Rode of common 
corruption, God meets 


- them with ſtrange pu- 


niſhments 


_—_ RE 
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niſhments , out of the 
reach of common con- 
ception , ,not coming 
within the compaſle of a 
rationall ſuſpition. 


VI. 


Selfe, Selfe-hurter. 


VV God at the 
firſt day of judg- 
ment, arraigned Eve, ſhe 
transferred her fault on 
the * Serpent which be. * en 3: 

uiled her. This was one * 
of the firſt fruits of our 
depraved nature. But 
ever after regenerate men 
in Scripture making the 
confeliion of their ſinnes, 
( whereof 


Frripture Obſervations, 
(whereof many prece. 
dents )caſt all the fault on 
themſelves alone,yea De 
vid when he numbred 
the People, though it be 
expreſsd that * Satan 
proveked him thexeun. 
to, and though David 
prebably might be ſenſi. 
ble of his temptation, yet 
he never accuſed the De. 
vil, but cerived all the 
»1Chro. guilt on himſelfe ” 7,zt is 
1:27* that have ſinned , good 

reaſon for Satan hathno 

3mpu'five power, he may 

ſtrike fire, til] he be wau- 

ry, ( it his Malice c:n be 

Weary ) « XCEPt Mans COr- 

ruption brinpsthe r/2der, 


the match, canrot be 
lighred, 
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Mlizhred Away then with 

| Wthat Plea of Courſe. THE 
SDEUILL OWED ME 
BASHAME Owe thee 

be might, but pay thee 

the could not, unlefle 

thou wer't as willing to 

ake his Black money, as 

heto tender it. 


VII. 
God, behold a Troope 


commeth. 


He * Amalakite who ,_... . 
brought the Tidings * 
oO David began with 
ruth, rightly reporting 
he overthrow of the 
[[raclites, Cheaters'muſt 
| get 


4 
J* 
" 
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get ſome Credit, before 
they can cozen , and 
all Falſchood, if nat 
founded in ſome Trutlſ 
would not bee fixed ny js 
any Beliefe. tc 
Put proceeding he 
told ſix /yes ſuccel- p 
ſively. 


1. That Say! called him. fl ; 
-2, That he came at hfth 


call. c0 
3. That Sax! demanded C 
who he was. up 
4. T hat hee return hy yij 
Anſwer. th 
5. T hat Sau] commanded th! 
him to kz//him, the 
6. Thathe ki/d himaJw 


cordingly. Paſt 
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A wilfull Falſchood 
told, is a Cripple not able 
toſtand by it ſelfe, with- 
out ſome to ſupport it, it 
is caſtetotell a lye, hard 
totell but a lze. 

Lord, It Ibe ſo unhap- 
. pieto relate a F alſhood ; 
give me torecall 1t or re- 
pent of it. It is ſaid of the 
Piſ mires, that to prevent 
the Growing ( and ſo the 
corrupting ) of that 
Corne which they hoord 
up, for their Winter pro- 
F vilion, they bite off both 
theends thereof, wherein 
4 thegenerating Power of 
the Graine doth confilt. 
When I have committed 

alinne,O let meſoorder 
it, 
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it, that I may deſtroy the 
Procreation thereof, and 
], by a true ſorrow, con- 
demne it to a bleiled 
Barrenneſſc. 


VIII. 


Out meanes in Miracles. 


VV ou ht » Saint 


Peter out of Priſon, the 
Tron gate opened of it's 
owne accord. Put com- 
ming to the Houſe of Ma- 
ry the Mother of John, 
Marke was faigne t 
ſtand before the Doore, 
and knock. When Iron 
gave Obedience, how 
Can 
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can Wood make oppoull- 
tion? 

The Anſwer eaſie, 
There was no man to 0« 
pen the 1r-on-Gate, buta 

ortreſſe was provided of 
'ourſe to unlock the 
doore, God would not 
hereftore ſhew his Fing- 
'&r, where men's hands 
ercappuinted todothe 
rorke. Heaven will not 
\ uper=!nſtitute a miracie., 
tere ordinary meanes 
ve-c formerly 1n peacea- 
\- poſleflion. Eut if they 
ther depart or res ne 
"I ngcruouſty confeſling 
air 1ntutficiency) there 
rmnacls ſucceed in their 
VaCaliCY, 
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Lord, 
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Lord, it onely Wooden 
obſtacles (luch as canhe 
removed by might < 
man) hindred our hope 
of peace, the Arme off 
Acth might relieve us 
Fur alalle rhey are Iron 
Obftruc1ons, as Come not 
within human power or 
policy to takeaway. No 
proud fleſh ſhall there. 
fore preſumptuouſlyſh;, 
pretend to any part of 
the praiſe, but aſcribe itÞ., 
ſoly to thy {clfe, if now re 
thou ſhouldeſt be pleaſed}; 
after ſeaven yeares hard } 
Apprentiſhip in civillþxc 
Warres, miraculouſ]ytofh 
burn our Indentures,andþon 
reſtore us to our formerſþr;. 


liberty, IX. Military 


--© 
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I X. 


Milt ary Mourning. 


Ome may wonder at 

theſtrang incoherence 
n the Words and Actt- 

Dns. 2 $177. 1. 17. 

And David Lamented, 

ith this Lamentation , 

per Saul, and over Jona- 
han his Sonne. Alſo hee 
bid them teach the chil- 
ren of Judah the uſe of 
he Bow. 

But the Connex1on Is 
xcellent. For that is the 
oſt Souldier-like-Sore 
ow, which in mriddeſt of 

rricfe can give Order, for 
Revenge, 
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Revenge,on ſuch as hay: 
{aine cheir Friends. 
Our generall Faſt vx 
firſt appointed to be. 
mcane the Maſſacre 
our F1ethrcn 1n Ireland 
But it iS 1n vaine, to har 
a Finger in the Eye, it wefv 
have not alſoa Sword un 
the other hanc;, Such tan/a 
l:menting of loſt friendÞy 
15 but loſt lamentatimn 
We n:uſt bend our Bowega 
in the Camp,as well as ou 
knees in the Churches anfÞth 


ſecond our poſture of Pi - 
ety with martiall prone 
ſions, It 
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RX. 
No ſtoole of wickedneſſe. 


e. 

JC Ome times I havedi(- 

a> puted with my fſelfe, 

which of the two were 

Wmoſt guilty. David whs 

ſaid in haſt all men are * »p,,..;\ 

&Þyars,or that wicked man rr. 

altwho * ſat and ſpake a- 

rleainſt his Brother, and * Pal 50, 

uindered his owne Mo- © 

Ethers Sonne. 

David\eemes the grea- 

wleer offender; for Man- 

kind might have an a&;- 

on of defamation againſt 

him, yea, he might juſtly 

de challenged for givin 
E” 
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all men the Hye. But 
marke David was in haſt, 
he ſpake it in Tranſitu , 
when he was paſling, or 
rather poſting by ,- or if 
you pleaſe , not David, 
but Davids Haſte raſhly 
vented the words. Wher 
as the other Sate, a fad}, 
ſolemne, ſerious, preme 
ditate,deliberate poſture 
his malice had a full blo 
with a ſteddy hand, af 
thecredit of his Brother 
Not to ſay that SATE cat 
ries with it the counte 
nance of a Tudiciall prc 
ceeding, as if he made 
Seſſion or Bench-buſineſ 
thereof,as well condemt 
ning asaccuſing unjuſthÞ. 
Lori 


W! 
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Lord, yum NY Cur= 
ory, and preſerve me 

wrom ſedentary linnes., If 
Hn haſte or heateof paſli- 

Yon I wrong any, giveme 

Tat lerfure to aske thee. 
nd them forgivcnelile. 

"But Olertme not /t by it, 

d tudiouſly to plot,or pre- 

"ct milchicte to any out 

"tf malice prepenſe. To 

"$<d bloud , in coole 

P/0ud, is bloud with a 

w tneſle, 


tc d< L. 


By Degrees. 


Ee by what  ſtaires , _... 
wicked * Abiz , did x6, A 
| E 2 climbe ' 


70 
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® Ver-11- like to it. And heren 


Scripture Obſervations, 


climbup tothe heigth of 
prophaneſle. 
rſt he * ſaw an Ido. 


latrons Altar at Damaſcu 


"Verſo Our eyes when gazi 


on ſinfull Objects are out 
of their callingand God: 
keeping. 
. 09DIY he lik it, 
There is a fecred Faſci 
nation 1n ſuperſtition, 4nd 
our ſoules ſoone þ 
witched, with the gn 
dineſſe of falſe ſervice 
from the ſimplicity ( 
Gods worſhip. 
Thirdly be made i 


Vriah the Prieſt (Pat 
and Cbaplaine well me 


| 
] 
- 
wasthe Midwife todl} * 


Scripture Obſervations. 


ver the Mother-Altar of 


Damaſcus of a Babe, like 
unto 1t, at Hieruſalem. 


Fourthly He * ſucrifi- 


be expedted , but that 
when he had tured this 
new inſtrument of 1dola- 
try,he would play upon 
It. 

Fifthly, he commanded 


the* People to doe the like. 


Not content toconfineit 
to his perſonall impiety, 
Laſtly,he removed Gods 
Altar away. T hat venera- 
ble Altar, by divine ap- 
pointment peaceably 
poſſe(l'd of the place, for 
200. yeares and upwards, 
muſt now beviolentlye- 
E 3 jected 


i7 


| R | 
 cedon it. Whatelſe could 13 


* Per. 15. 
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DAL gr. 
3: 


Sripture Obſervations, 
jected by a ufurping Vp. 


ſtart. 
No man can be ſtarke 


naught at once. Let us 


ſtop the progrelle of (in 


in our Soule at the firſt 
Stage, for the further it 
goes, the faſter it will in- 
creal e 


XII. 
The beſt Bedmaker. 


V Hen a good man 


1s 11] at eaſe, God 


promilſeth'to make all his 
* Bed in his ſickneſſe. Pil- 
low, Bolſter, Head, feet, 
ſides, all his bed. Surely 


| that God who madehim, 


knowes 


- TW a a4 wo s > 
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knowes ſo well his mea- 
ſureand temper, as to 
make his bed tro pleale 
him. Herein his Art 1s 


excellent, not fitting the 


Ped ty the perſon, but 
the perſon to the Bed,in- 
ſuling patience into him. 


But O how ſhall God 


make my Bed, whohave 
no bed of mine owne to 
make? Thou foole, hee 
can make thy not having 
abed, to be a bed unto 
thee, when Jacob (Jept on 
the * ground who would 
not have had his hard 
lodging, therewithall to 


have his heavely dreame? 


E 4 © reigne 


. Xx 
Yea the poore woman in 5 vw 


Jerſey, is which in the volum. 


79. 


* Cen. 28. 
I 2+ 


artir 2. 
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rejigne of Queen Mary 
was delivered of a child, 
as ſhewas to be burnt at 
the Stake, may be ſaidto 
be broweht to bed in the 
> fire. Why not ? If Gods 
—— - Juſtice threatned to caſt 
G  * Jezabel into a Bed of 
_ * fire, why might not hx 
mercy make, the v 
flames a ſoft bed to that 
his patient Martyr. 


XIIT. 


When begun, ended. 


£ & He Scripture giveth 
us a very ſhort ac- 
count of ſome Battailes, 
as if they were flightes 
| without 
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without ſights, and the 
Armies parted as ſoone 
as met. as Gex 14. 10.1 
$41.31.1 2 Cro. 25. 22. 
Some will ſay the ſpi- 
rit gives 1n onely the 
ſumme of the ſucceſſe , 
without any particular 
pallages 1n acheiving it. 
But there 1s more 1n i, 
that ſolittle 1s ſaid of the 
fight, For ſometime the 
Queſtion of the Vidory, 
15not diſputed atall, but 
the bare propounding 
decides it. The ſtand of 
Pikes, oftimes ay 759 
the footemen ſo fitly call- 
ed as making moreuſe of 
their feet then their 
bands, And when God 
E 5 ſends 


os . 


02 
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ſends a qualme of feare 
over the ſouldiers hearts, 


it 15notall the $kill and 


valour of their comman. 
ders,can give them a cor. 
diall. 


Our late Warre hath 


ven us ſome inſtances 
hereof. Yet let not men 


- tax their Armyes for 


cowardiſe, it being pro- 
bable, that the badneſle 
- fuch pe at home 
of their reſpeFive frdes, 
had ſuch "ond. on 
thoſe in field, that Soul- 
diers hearts might be 
feare-broken , by the 
ſcore of their ſinnes, who 


 werenoSouldiers. 


X ITT. Too 
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XI[TIIL. 
Toolate, Toolate. 


He Elder Brother 
laid a * ſharpe and 
true charge againſt his 
Brother prodigal, for his 
riot and Juxury, | hisno- 
thing affected his Father, 
the mirth,meat,mulick at 
the feaſt, was notwith- 
ſtanding no whit abated. 
Why ſo? Becauſe theel- 
der Brother was the 
younger in this reſpect, 
& came too late. Theo- 
ther had got the ſpeed of 
him, having firſt accuſed 
| him- 


03 


*  tke 15+ 
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_ » himlſelfe, (9 verſes be. 

fore ) and already ob. 
tained his pardon, 

Satan, ( to give hin 

hisdue) is my Brother, 

and my elder by creati. 

on. Sure I am, hee will 

be my greivous accuſer 

I will endeavour to pre. 

vent him. firſt condemn. 

ing my ſelfe to God ny 

Father. Soſball I havean 

AFG of imdempnity befor || 

- hecan enter bis aFions || 

gainſt mee. 


— Sn ani. Ma EE ot 


XV. Lawful 


8 i 4s. WH. GER of 
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X V. 


Lawfoll Stealth. 


] find two ( husband 
and wite)both ſtealing, 


{and but one of them 


guilty of felony. Ad 
Rachel * had ftolne the 1- 
mages that were her Fa- 
thers , and Jacob flole 4- 
way nnawares $0 Laban 
the Syrian. Inthe former 
: wo of Theft 
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* Gen. 21. 
I9 


ing, facriledge, and1- 


latry; In So latter no 
fin at all. For what 'our 
conſcience tels us islaw- 
full, and our diſcretion, 
dangerous, itis both con- 


ſcience 
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ſcience and diſcretion to 
doe it with all poflible Bf 
ſecrecy. It was as lawfull Yj 
for Jacob in that caſepri. 
vately to fteale away, as 

it is for that man, who 
findes the Swxr-ſhine too 
hot for him, to walkein 
the ſhade. 

God keepus fromthe 
guilt of Rachels ſtealth. 4 
But for Jacobs ſtealing 2» &y/ 
way,one may confeſs the hh; 
fad, but deny the fault þþ 
therein, Some are ſaid to þy 
have gotten their life fora ar 
prey if any, In that ſenſe, fn: 

ave prejed on,.( or if you ſhy, 
w1ll) plundered their own 
liberty , . ſtealing away [it 
from the place, where 
they 


C 
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they conceived their 
ſelves 1n danger, none can 
juſtly condemne them. 


XVI. 


Text improved. 


Heard a Preacher 
take for his Text, 
m I not thy Aſſe, * upon * Num. 2.24: 

phich thou haſt ridden e. 3* 
ver ſince I was thine unto 
this day, was T ever wont 
o doe / unto thee? T won- 
Jred what he would 
ake thereof, fearing hee 
”ould ftarve his Audi. 
ors for- want of matter. 
But hence he obſerved. 
1. The ſlieſt and ſi18- 
| "— heſt 


: I, 
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 pleſt being wronged, 
juſily ſpeake in their own 
defence. 

2. Worlt men, haw; 
good Title to their own 
Goods.Balaam a Sorcere 
yet the Aiſle confeſlet 
twiſe he was hjs. 

3» They who have do 
many good offices , an 

aile in one, are often m 
onely unrewarded for far 
ener ſervice, but puniſh 
for that one offence. 

4. When the creature 
formerly officious to ſerve 
us, ſtart from their wont: 

edobedience ( as the Eartd 
to become barren and 4i 
peſtilential ) man ought 
refiet# on bis owne fines 


PO = 
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the ſole cauſe thereof. -- 
How fruitfull are the 
ſeeming Barrer places of 
Scripture. Bad Plow-men, 
which make Balkes of 
ſuch Ground. Whereſo- 
J ever the ſurface of Gods 
Word doth not laugh 
and Sing with Corne , 
LE there the heart thereof 
within 1s merry with 
Mines,aftfording, where- 
TL not plaine matter, -hid- 
den myſteries. 


” XVII. 
ri The Royall bearing. 

þ Od is faid to have 
brougth the J1/rac- 


lites 
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lites out of Aeypt an 
* Faeles-wines.Now Ea. 
ele.s,v henremoving ther 
To”ng-one s, have adiffe. 
rent poſture from other 
Foule, proper to them 
ſelves ( fit 1tis that there 
ſhould be a diſtin@i 
betwixt Soveraigne an 
Subje@s ) carrying theit 
prey in their Talons, bulf 
ere, ones on they" 
acks,ſointerpoling thenſ\ 
whole bodyes betwixt 
them and harme. The 
Old Eagles body, is the 

oung Faeles-ſheild, and 
Lin, <q through 
before her young one [T 


*Fxo0d. 19 
4 


can be hurt. hi 


» Thus God , in ſaving 


the 
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the Tewes , put himſelfe 


{bctwixt them and dang- 


cr. Surely God lo loving 


under the law, 1sno leſfle 


gracious 1n the Goſpe!l- 
Our ſoules are better ſe. 
cured , not onely above 


Us w_ but in his bo- 


1y; your ife ifhid * with "Co 
Chriſt in God. No feare *. 
When of harme, God firſt 


F0ult be pierced, before 


"6 


1G 


wee can be prejudiced. 


XVIIT. 


None to him. 


T is ſaid of our $4viour, 


his Fan * is in his hand. Vt 


no How 


he 
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How well it fits him and 
he it ? could Satans clut. 
ches ſnatch the Fan, wha 
worke would he make! 
He would Fan,as hedothif 
*winuow,in a tempeſt,ye: 
in a Whirle-winde, and 
blow the beſt away. Ha 
man the Fan 1n his hand 
eſpecially in theſe di 
ſtracted times, out goe 
for Chafſe, all opoſite t 
the epinions of his pa 
Seeming ſanCtity wil car 
ry it away from ſuch 
who with true, (by 
weak grace,) have illn 
tures and eminent cor 
ruptions. | 
Thereisa kind of 4 
nell, called Lolings Mwi 
mM 


is, 


and 


[ut. 
hat 


(FL, 
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1um becauſe ſo counter- 
feiting Corne , that even 
the Micethemſelves,(ex- 

rience ſhould make 
them good Taſters, ) are 
ſometimes deceived ther. 
with. Hypocrites 1n like 


manner ſo at holineſle, 


that they paſle for Saints 
before men , whole cen- 
ſures often bare up the 
chaffe, and bwurne up the 


graines 


Wellthen ! Chriſt for 
my ſhare. Good luck have 
hee with his honour. The 
Fan is in ſo good a hand, 
It cannot mended. ' 
Onely his haxd, who 
knowes hearts is proper 
for thatemployment. 
XX. Humility 
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XR XN. 


Humility: 


JT 1s a ſtrange paſlage, 

Rev.7-13.,14.41d one of 
the Elders an{wered ay- 
ing unto mee, what are 
theſe who are arrayed in 
white robes , and whence 
came they? And I ſaid un- 
to him, Sir, thou knoweſt, 
And he ſaid unto me, theſe 
are they who have come out 
of great Tribulation, &C. 

How comes the Elder 
when asking aqueſtion 
to be ſaid to anſwer? On 
good reaſ6: for his Qugre 
in effet,wasa reſolution. 


He 


' 
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cauſe he thought he 
could, but knew hecould 
not anſwer. That Johns 
ingenuous confetlion of 
his 1gnorance might in- 
vite the Elder toinform 
him. 

As his @eſtion is called 
an anſwer, ſo Gods Com- 
minds are Grants, When 
he enjoynes us, Repent , 
Believe, it is onely to 
draw from us a free ac- 
knowledgment of our 
impotency to pexforme 
his commands. This con- 
feſſion being made by us, 
what he enjoynes he will 
enable us to doe. Mans 
owning 


He ask't St. Tohr, not be- . 


95 
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owning his weaknelle, 
is the onely Stock for | 
God thereon to graft the 
grace of his aſſiſtance. 2 


_ 
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 Name-Generall. 


Eber had a Sonne 

borne ix the dayes 

when the * Farth *Gen. 10 
was divided. Conceive ©” 

we it juſtafter the _m 

#/ton of Tonenes,, W 

fron of _ 
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Mankind was parcelled 
out into ſeverall Cole 
nies. Wherefore Hehry 
to perpetuate the memo. 
rie of ſo famous an acci- 
dent, hapning at the 
birth of his Sonne, cal. 
led him Peleg | which i In 
the a tongue (ig 
nifieth Partition or Divi. 
on. 

We live in a Land and 
Age of diſlention. Coun 
ties, Cities, Towne, 
Villages, Families, a 
divided in opinions, 1 
affections. Each man al 
molt divided from him 
ſelfe, with feares anc 
diſtra&tions. OF all the 
children, borne 1m Eng 


li 


the Times, 


land within this laſt five 
6ff yeares and brought to 
| the Font, (or if that dil- 
ff pleaſ.,to the Balon )to 
1 bebaptized, every Male 
hel may be called Peleg, and 
-y Female, Palgahin the ſad 
nf Memoriall of the tune of 
24 their Nativity. 


I I. 


Wofull Wealth. 


5 


Arbarous 1s the cuſ- 

tome of ſome Engliſh 
People on the Sea ſide, 
to prey on the goodsof 
poore ſhipwrack't Mer- 
chants. But more dive- 
iſh in their deſigne, who 
F 2 make 
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Meditations on 


make falſe fires, toundt- 
rect Sea-men ina Tem. 
peſt , that thereby from 
the right Road, they may 
be miſled into danger 
and deſtruction. 
England hath been 
toſs'd with an Hirricang 
of a civill Warre. Some 
men are ſaid to have 
gotten great wealth 
thereby. But it 1s an ul 
=_ when men grow 
per ſaltum, taking 
their r7 ye from the miſe- 
ries of a Land, to which 
their owne ſinnes have 
contributed their ſhare. 
Thoſe are farre worſe, 
Con may not ſuch be 
ound ? ) who by cun- 
niag 


hog + pP—_——e kk 09 trot, Goin. A fond 
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ning inſinuations, and 
falle glofings, have in 
theſe dangerous dayes 
trained and betrayed 
ſimple men into mil- 
cheike. 

Can their pelfe proſ- 

r ? not got by valour 
» induſtry, _ deceit; 
ſurely 1t cannot be whol- 
ſome, when every mor- 
ſell of thew meate 1s 
Munmie, (good Phylick 
but bad food ) made of 
the corps of mens eſtates. 
Nor will it prove happy, 
it being to be feared, 
that ſuch who have been 
enriched with other 
men's Ruines, will be ru- 
ined by their own riches. 


F 3 The 
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The child of Ten yeares, 
1s 01d enough to remem- 
ber the beginning of ſuch 
men's Wealth, and the 
man of threeſcore and 
ten 15 young enough to 
ſeethe ending thereof. 


I I I, 
A new Plot. 


V Hen Herod had 

beheaded Toby 
the Baptiſt, ſome might 
expect that his Diſciples 
would have done ſome 
great matter, in revenge 
of their Maſters Death, 
But ſee how they behave 
themſelves. And his * 
Diſciples 


the Times. 103 


Diſciples came and tooke «Mating 
up the body and buried it, 12 

| | ind went and told Teſs. 
> | And was this all 2 and 
| 8 what was all this? Alafle 
| poore men |! It was ſome 
ſolace to their ſorrowfull 
Soules, that they might 
lament their loſle to a 
faſt friend whothough 
for the preſent unable to 
helpe, was willing to pit- 
ty them. 

Haſt thou thy body 
unjuſtly impriſoned, or 
thy goods violently de- 
tained , or thy credit 
cauſeleſly defamed? I 
have a deligne whereby 
thou ſhalt revenge thy 
ſelfe, even goe and tel! 
F 4 IESYVS 


IO. 
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IESUS. Make to him 
a plaine and true report 
of the manner and mea- 
ſure of thy ſufferings, 
Eſpecially there beinga 
great yo Dare betwnt 
IESVS then clouded in 
the fleſh, andIESVS 
now ſhining in glory, 
having now as much pit. 
ty and more power to 
redreſle thy greivances. 
know it is counted but a 
cowardly Trick , tor 
Poyes when beaten but 
by their equals,to cry that 
thcy'l tell their Father. 
But during the preſent 
necceſfitie, 1t 18 both the 
beſt wiſedome and va- 
lour, even to complaine 

to 
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to thy Father in Heaven, 
who will take thy caſe 
into his ſerious conſide- 
ration. 


ITIT. 


Providence. 


Arvelous is Gods E 
goodneſle, in pre- | 
ſervingthe young 0ſtrid- 
ces. For the old one, 
leaveth her * Egges inthe , bo 
earth, and warmeth them 14. 
in the duſt, forgetting that 
the foot may cruſh them , 
or that the wild Beaſt may 
breake thaw, But Divine 
providence ſo diſpoſeth 
It, that the bare Neſt 
F5 hatcheth 
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hatcheth the Egges, and 
the warm'th of the ſandy 
Ground diſcloſeth them, 
Many Parents (which 
otherwiſe would have 
been loving Pelicans) are 
by theſe unnatural! 
Warres, forced tobe 0ft- 
ridges to their own chil. 
dren, leaving them to 
the Narrow mercy of the 
wide world. I am conh- 
dent that theſe Orphanes 
( So may I call them 
whilſt their Parents are 
a live ) ſhall be. comfor- 
tably provided for. when 
worthy Maſter Same! 
Herne famous for his li- 
ving, preachiug, and 


writing lay on hisdeath 
Ped, 
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Bed,(rich onely in good- 
neſſe and children ) his 
Wife made much woma- 
niſh lamentation , what 
ſhould hereafter become 
of her little ones, Peace 

weet heart ſaid hee) 
that. God who feedeth the 


the Hernes. A (peech cen- 
ſured as light by ſome, 
obſerved by others as 
prophetical], as indeed it 
came to paſle, that th 

were well diſpoſed of. 
Deſpairenot therefore O 
thou Parent of Gods 
bleſſing for having many 
of his bleſſings, a nume- 
rous off-ſpring. But de- 
pend on his providence 
for 


* Ravens will not Hows 9. 
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for their maintenance: 


finde thou but faith to 
believe it, he will finde 
meanes toeftect it. 


108 


V. 


® Pro. 25. Coles * for Fagot, 


22» 
IN the dayes of King 

Eaward the /:xth when 
Bonner was kept in Pri- 
ſon, reverend Ridley ha- 
ving his Biſhoprick of 
London would never goe 
to Dinner at Fulham 
without the company of 
er and 
Yro''e 5. Sifter; The former al- 
32 wayes ſitting ina chaire, 
at the upper cnd of the 
Table 
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Table, theſe Gneſts, were 
as conſtant as Bread and 
Salt at the board , no 
meale could be made 
without them; 

Othe meekneſle, and 
mildnefle of ſach men as 
muſt make Martyres ! 
Adive charity alwayes 
goes along with paſhve 
obedience. 

How many Miniſters 
Wires & childre,now a- 
dayes are outed of houſe 
and home ready to be 
ſtarved, How few are in- 
vited to their Tables, 
who hold the ſequeſtra- 
tions of their Husbands 
or Fathers benefices? Yea 
many of them areſofarr 
from 
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from being bountifull, 
that they are not juſt, de. 
nying or detatning from 
thoſe poore ſoules that 
pittance, which the Par- 
liament hath alotted for 
their maintenance. 


VI. 
Fugitives over taken. 


He City of Geneva 
| * 1sfeated in the Mar- 
ches of ſeverall Domini- 
ons, France, Savoy, Swit- 
zerland; Now it 15a Fun- 
_ Law in that 
1gniory, to give free ac- 
celſe to all Offenders 
yet ſo as to puniſh their 
offence 
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Offence, according to 
the cuſtome of that place 
wherein the fault was 
committed, This necel- 
fary ſeverity doth ſweep 
their ſtate from being 
the ſink of Sinners, the 
Rendevouz of 
and Head- Quarters of all 
Malefators, which o- 
therwiſe would fly thi- 
ther in-hope of Indemp- 
nity. Herein I highly a- 
prove the Diſcipline of 


Rogues , 


If we ſhould live to 
ſee Churc hes of ſeverall 
Governments permitted 
in England, it is more 
then probable that many 
Ottenders, not out of 

con- 
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conſcience, but to eſcape 
Cenſures, would fly from 
one Congregation tO ano. 
ther, What * Nabal ſaid 
ſnllenly and ſpightfully, 
one may ſadly foreſee, 
& fore-ſay of this Land, 
many ſervants now adayes 
will breake every man 
from his Maſter; many 
guilty perſons abando- 
ning that Diſcipline un- 
der which they were 
bred and brought up, 
will ſhift and fhcter 
themſelves under ſome 
new Model of Govern- 
ment. Well were it then 
if every wan, before he 
be admitted a Member 
of a new Congregation , 
| doe 
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doetherein firſt,make ſa. 
tisfaction for ſuch ſcan- 
dalous finnes, whereof he 
ſtands juſtly charged in 
that Church which he 
deſerted. This would 


conduce to the advance. 


ing of vertue and the re- 
trenching of notorious 
licentiouſneſle. 


VII 
Both and Neither. 


A City was built in 

Germany upon the 
River Weſer. by Charles 
the Emperour, & Vnuide- 
kind , Firſt Chriſtian- 
Duke of Saxony; and be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe both contributed 
to the Structure thereof, 
It was called * MyNe- 
THYNE,(at this day, by 
eonFers corrupt pronunciation 
2 .capaso. Mindin) to ſhew the 
Jjoynt-intereſt both had 
inthe place. 
Send Lord, in thy due 
time, ſuch a Peace in this 
Land, as Prince and Peo- 
ple may ſhare therein; 
that the Soveraigne 
might have what hee 
juſtly calls wyze , his 
lawfull Prerogative, and 
leave to the SubjedFs ther 
Propriety. Such may be 
truely termed an Ac- 
commodation which is 
ad commmodum utrinſq; 
for 
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for the benefit of both par- 


ties concerned therein. 


VIII. 
Fed with Faſting. 


THe Salmon may paſle 
for the Ridle of the 
River, The oldeſt fiſher- 
man never as yet met 
with any meate in the 
maw thereof, thereby to 
advantage his conjecture 
on what Bil of fare that 
fiſh feedeth. It eats not 
flys with the Pearch, nor 
[wollowes wormes with 
the Roach, nor ſackt 
dew with theOiſters,nor 
devoureth his fellow 


fiſhes 
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fiſhes with the Pike , re 
what hath 1t in the wa. f;, 
' ter, but the water? ya. 
Salmons grow great, and}. 
very fatintheir ſeaſon, Þ;, 

How doe many(exile[;, 
in their owne country)ſT; 
ſubſiſtnow adayes ofno-ſ,, 
thing, and wandering infl,, 
a wilderneſle of wantſ,,, 
(except they have Man- lig 
na miraculouſly from, 
Heaven ) they "ie no ſy 
meate on earthfrom their 
owne meanes, At what 
Ordinary or rather Ex. 
traordinary do they diet? 
that for all this have 
cheerefull faces, light 
hearts, and merry coun- 
tenances, Surely ſomele- 
Cret 
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}Icret comfort ſupports 
*Ftheir ſoules. Such never 
tIdefire, but to make one * 
LY ecale all the days of their 
lives, on the * continuall 
SUreaſt of a good conſcience. 
) The Fatteſt Capons yeild 
-Ibut fad Merry-thoughts 
tothe greedy G/utton,in 
compariſon of thoſe de- 
*Pightfull dainties which 
"this Diſþ dayly affords 
PFtuch, as feed upon it. 


* Pro. 15- 
15, 
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Bare in fat Paſture, | w 
fo 


Orreſters have infor.| tt 
med mee, that ont-| p! 
lodeing Deere are ſeldom m 
ſeen to be ſo fat asthoſe 
as keep themſelves with. 
in the Parke. Wherec 
they aſſ!gne this Reaſon 
that thoſe Straglers| et 
( though they have more] th 
ground to range over,| th 
more Grafle and Grainef il 
to take their repaſtupon, | ol 
yet they ) are in conſtant] K 
feare as if conſcious, that| re 
they are Treſpaſſers, be-| ti 
ing out of the Prote&ion,|| tl 
becaulc] - 


the Times, 


becauſe out of the Pale of 
the Parke. This makes 
their Eyes and Eaxres al- 


| wayes tO {tand Sertinells 


for their monthes, leaſt 
the Maſter of the ground 
purſue them forthedam- 
mage done unto him. 
Are there any which 
unjuſtly poſleſſe the 
Houſes of others? Surely 
ſuch can never with qui-= 
etand comfort enjoy et- 
ther their places or 
themſelves. Thy alwayes 
liſten to the leaſt Noiſe 


| ofNewes, ſuſpefting the 
| Right owner ſhould be 
| reeſtated, whoſe reſtitu- 
| tion of neceflity inferres 

the others Ejection, Lord 


grant 
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be never fo ſmall, grant 
they may be my meanes, 
not wrongfully detained 
from others, having a 
truer Title unto them, 


XR. 
Much good doe you. 


*Plurarch Ne * Nicias a Philo- 
moralls. ſopher having his 
ſhoves ſtollen from him, 
may they ( ſaid he) fit his 
feet that tooke them away. 
A wiſhat the firſt view 
| very harmeleſſe, but 
there was that 1n it, 
which poyſoned his cha- 
rity into a'malicious re- 
venge 


that though my meanes 
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venge. For he himſelfe 
had hurl'd or crooked feet, 
ſo that in effe& he wiſh'd 
the Theefe to be lame. 
Whoſoever hath plun- 
dred mee of my Bookes 
and Papers, Ifrecly. for- 
ve him; and deſire that 
F may fully underſtand 
& make good uſe there. 
of, wiſhing him more 


joy of them, then he 
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hath r7ght to them, Nor 
15 thereany Sake, under 
my Herbes, nor have l 
(an Nicier) any Reſer- 
vation, or latent Senſ, eto 
my ſelfe , but SY my 
heart doe deſi Ire, thatto 


all purpoſes and intents 
oy Beokes may be bene- 
G ficiall 
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ficia!] unto him. Onely 
requeſting him; that one 
pallage in his (lately my) 
Bible | namely Eph 4, 
28, ] may be taken into 
his ſerious conſideration, 


XI. 
The uſe of the Alphabet. 


Here was not long 
:  ſincea devout, butig- 
norant Papiſt dwelling in 
Spaine. He perceived a 
neceſſity of Ins owne pri- 
vate Prayers to God, be- 
ſides the Pater Noſters, 
Ave Maries, &c. uſed of 
courſe in the Romiſh 
Church, Put: ſo ſimple 
Was 
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was he, that how to pray 
hee knew not. Onely e- 
very morning humbly, 
bending his knees, and 
lifting up his Eyes, 
and hands to Heaven, he 
would deliberately - re- 
peate the Alphabet. Ard 
now (laid he) 0 good God 
put theſe letters together 
to ſpell ſMables, to ſpell 
words, to make ſuch ſenſe, 
as may bee moſt to thy 

glory, and my good. 
in theſe diſtxacted 
times, I know. what ge- 
nerallsto pray for. Gods 
glory, Truth and Peace, 
his Majeſties honour, 
Priviledges of  Parlia- 
ment, liberty-of Subjects, 
G2 Oc. 
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&c. But when I deſeend 
to particulars, whe, how, 
by whom I ſhould deſire 
theſethings to be effetted 
I may fall to that poore- 
— mans. A. B.C. D. 


XII. 
The good effe@ of a bad 


canſe. 


Od in the Leviticall 

Law, gave this re- 
ward , to the woman 
cauſcleſly ſuſpefted of 
her Tealons bhusband, that 
the bitter water, which 
ſhe was to drinke in the 
Prieft preſence , ſhould 
not 
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not onely doe her no 

harme, but alſo procure 

her children, * it barren * Numb: 

before. that water(drunk _ 

by herto quench the fire 

of her husbands jealouſie,) 

proved like the Spaw un« 

to her, ſo famous for 

cauſing fruitfulneſs. Thus 

her innocence was not 

onely cleared, but crow- 

ned. | 
His gracious Majeſty 

hath been ſuſpected to 

be Popiſhly inclined. A 

ſuſpition like thoſe wuſh- | 

roomes,which Pliny * re- —— 

counts amongſt the mi- 2. * ©" 

racles in nature, becauſe 

growing without a Rooote. 


Well he hath paſſed his 
G3 
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purgation, a bitter Aor. 
nines-Draught, hath he 
taken downe for many 
yeares together. 

See the operation there. 
of; his conſtancy in the 
Proteſtant Religion, hath 
not onely been affured to 
ſuch who unjuſtly were 
po of him , but alſo 

y Gods bleſſing, he day- 
ly growes greater, in 
men's hearts, pregnant 
with the love and affect 


on of his ſubjcas. 
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XIIT. 
The child-man. 


[bn Gerſen the pious 
and learned Chancelour 
of Paris, beholding and 
bemoaning the generall 
corruption of his Age, 
in doctrineand manners, 
was wont to get a * Quire 
of little children about , * Iain 
ife juxta 

him,and tomntreate them nem. 
to pray to God 1n this be- 
halte. Suppoſing their 
prayers,leaſt defiled with 
[inne, and molt: accepta- 
bleto heaven, 

Men now adayes are 
ſo infeted with alice, 
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that little children are Jan 
the beſt chaplaines to he 
pray for their Parents, Jan 
But O where ſhall ſuch JH 
be found, not reſenting to 
of the faultes and fad. 
ons of their Fathers? Ger. 
ſons plot will not take 
effect. I will try another 
W:Y. 
Iwill make wy ad- |S 
_ dreſſe to the Holy child 
*A®: 4+ eſws,S0 is he ſtiled *e. [0 
ven when ' glorified in | 
Heaven; not becauſe he | 
is ſtill under Age ( like | 
Popiſh PiGures, placeing |" 
himin his Aothers armes | V 
and keeping him 1n his I 
conſtant infancy)but be- | 4 
cauſe with the ſtrength Ib 


and 
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and perfeftion of a man 
he hath the Innocence r 
and humility of a child 

(Him onelywill I employ 

[to interceed for me. 


XIIT11. 
Worſe, before better. 


Trange was the beha- 

viour of our Saviour, 
towards his beloved La- x John 12 
zarns, * informed by a 6. 
meſſenger ofhis ſickneſle 
he aboade two dayes ſtill 
in the place where I'was. 
Why ſoflow? bad ſend- 
ing him, or tohim, ona 
dying mans errands. But 
the cauſe was, becauſe 
G 5 Latas 
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Lazarus was not bad e. 
nough for Chriſt tocure, 
intending not to recover 
bim from ſickneſfe, but 
revive him from Death, 
to make the glory ofthe 
miracle greater. 
England doth lie del. 
perately {ick, of a violent 
diſcale in the Bowel; 
thereof. Many meflen- 
gers wediſpatch(month. 
ly faſts, weekly Sermons, 
daily Prayers )to informe 
God of our ſad conditi- 
on. He ſtill ſtayes in the 


ſameplace, yea, whichis 


worſe, ſeemes to go back- 
ward, for every day lefle 
Iikely-hood,lefle hope of 
helpe. May not mc 
tne 
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the reaſon that our Land 
mult yet bee reduced to 
more extremity , that 
t| God inay havethe higher 
i, | honour of our Delive- 
ef rance. 


p XV. 
$ All finne, all ſuffer. 


THE Mariners that 

guided the ſhip in 
the Tempeſt, A&s 27.32. 
had a deſigne for their 
owne ſafety with theru- 
"me of therelt; intending 
(under pretence of ca- 
[ting out an Anchor) 
to eſcape in a Foate, by 
themſelves, But the Sol- 
diers 
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diers prevented their 
purpoſe, and cut off the 
cord of the Boate, andl:t 
it fall into the Sea. One 
and all: all finck, or dl 
ave, Herein their Marti. 
all Law did a piece of 
exemplary Juſtice. 

Doe any intend wil. 
lingly (without ſpeciall 
cauſe) to leave the Land, 


_ . foto avoid that miſery 


which their ſinnes with 
others have drawne up- 
on it ; might I adviſe 
them, better monrne in, 
then »ove out of Sad Zi- 
on. Hang out the * Scar. 
tet lace at the caſement, 
(eyes made red withſor- 


. row for ſinne) but ſlide 


not 
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not downe out of the 
window without better 
warrant. But ifthey be 
diſpoſed to depart, and 
leave their native Soyle, 
ſet them take heede their 
Fly-boate meets not with 
ſuch Soxldiers as will 


ſhame and ſorrow, into 
the Ship againe. 


XVI. 


Fate worthily. 
Cul being in full pur- 

ſuite of the flying Phi- 
liftines made a Law, that 


untill evenin g. But it was 
the judgement of Joxre- 
than 


ſend them back, with 


es k F 
no 1/raelite ſhould * eat |, by 
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than that the Army if 
permitted to eate had 
done greater execution on 
their Enemies. For time 
ſo loſt was gained being 
layed out 1n the neceſla- 
ry refedion of their bo- 
ayes. 

Yea marke the i/jx: of 
their long faſting. The 
People at night coming 
with ravenous Appetites 
did eat the fleſſ: with the 
*Verſ.z2. " bloud , to the provoak- 

ing of Gods anger. 
Many Engliſh people 
aving conquered {ome 
fleſbly Infts which fight 
againſt their ſoules, were 
{t!l chang them,in hope 
finally to ſubdue them. 
Was 
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Was 1t a pious or poli- 
tique Fl wo to forbid 
ſuch the r. ceiving of the 
Sacrament; their ſpiritn- 
all tood ? 

[ will not poſitivel 
conclude that ſhchif fa 
fered to ſtrengthen them- 
ſelves with that heaven- 
ly repaſt, had thereby 
been enabled more effec- 
tually to cut downe their 
corruptions. Onely two 
thingsT will defire. 

Firſt that ſuch Jona- 
thans, who by breaking 
this cxſtozz2 have found 
benefit totheſelves, may 
not be condemned by o- 
thers, 2'7 Tſhal pray that 
two hungry yeares make 
not 
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not the third a gluttoy, 
That Communicants, two 
twelve moneths t er 
forbidden the Lords Sup. 
per, comenot,(when ad. 
mitted thereunto) with 
better ſtomach then heart, 
more greedineſſe then 
preparation. 


XVII, 


Devotions Duplicat. 


LVAVECG: the Tewiſp 
Sabbath in the 
Primitive times , Was 
newly changed into the 
Chrften-Lord dams 
ny devout people, twit- 
ed both tegether in their 
Obſer- 


the times. 
0bſervation , abſtaining 
from ſervile-Workes, and 
keeping both Saturday 
and Sunday wholy for 
holy Employments, 
During theſe Czvill 
Warres , Wedneſday and 
Frzday Faſts have been 
appointed by Different 
Authorities, What harme 
badit been, if they had 
been both generally ob- _ 
ſerved. | 
But alas! When two 
Meſſengers being ſent to- 
gether on the ſame Er- 
rand fall out and fight 
by the way, will not the 
worke be wor|, e done then 
if 20ne were employed? In * 
ſuch a Paire of faſts it1 
to 
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to be feared that the gi. 
viſions of our AﬀeGions 
rather weuld increaſe 
then abate Gods Anger 
againſt us. 

Two Negatives make 
an Affirmative. Dayes of 
humiliationsare appoin- 
ted for men to deny 
themſelves, and their ſin, 


full Lyſts, But doeno: 


our two Faſts more Pe- 
remptorily affirme and 
avouch our mutuall »q- 
lice and hatred? God for- 
give us, WE have cauſe 
enough to keepe ten but 
notcare enough to keepe 
one monethly day of bu- 
zliation, 


Law 
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b 
5 X VIII. 
c 
r] Law to themſelves. 


c COme 60. yeares (ince 
fI>in the Univerſity of 
- [cambridee it was ſolemn - 
y ſly debated betwixt the 
. $H:a4s, to debarre young 
: Bschollers of that libert 

- allowed them in chriſt. 
I 1:45, as inconſtent with 
- ſthediſciplin2*of Students. 
But ſome grave Gover- 
nurs maintained the 
200d uſe thereof, becauſe 
thereby 1n twelve dayes 
they more diſcover the 
diſpoſtions lof Schollers 
then in_twe ve moneths 


be- 
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before. Thata vigilan 


vertue indeed, whict 
would be earely up a4 
. Prayers and Study, whenfip 
all Authority to puniſþlayſha 
a ſieepe. | 
Vice theſe late yeare 
hath kept open houſe inf 
England, Welcome al 
commers without any ex 
amination. No Penance 
for the Adulterer, ſtock 
for the drunkard, Whij 
for the petty LarcinerFu 
Brand for the Felon, fſc: 
Gallowes for the Murder 
yer. 
God all this time xs tries 
as hedid * Hezekiah,thath 
he might know all that in 
in our hearts,Such as nowſtc 
arc 


{ 


the Times. 

nhre chaft, ſober, juſt, 
chtrue, ſhew themſelves 
ated with a bigher Prix- 
enhiple of Piety , then the 
ayareavoyding of Puniſe- 

f. 
re 
in} XX 
al 
x The new diſeaſe. 
ce 
kT Here is a deſeaſe of 
ip Infants ( and an In- 
runt- diſeaſe, having 
x ſcarcely as yet gotten a 
e-proper name inLatin)cal 

d the Ricketts. Where= 
ern the Head waxeth too 
&reat, whil'ſt the Legges, 
mand lower parts waine 
Whoo Little. Awoman in 
; the 


I4rt.: 
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the Weſt hath happily, 


healed many, by Canter; 
Ling the Veine behind the 
Eare. How properthe 
Remedy for the Malady 


engage not, experience ri 
oftimes out-doing Art f; 


whilſt wee behold the 
Cureealily eftected, anc 
the naturall cauſe thexeo! 
hardly afligned. 

Have not many noy 
adaies the ſame fickneſſe 
in their Soles ? then 
Heads ſwelling to a vaſl 
proportion , .and rhe 
woderfully inabled wit 
knowledge to diſconrſe 
But alaſle how little thei 
Leggs £ Poore their Pra 
Giſe, and lazy their al 


kin ( 


wy, > my wal © EC 


—__ p_—r74y — wy 


the Timss. 
ine in a godly conver( a- 
o Shalll lay that Hin 
J may be cured by — 
hd the Ve-ne in their Head, 
1 Hnot to hurt their hea- 
re ring, but hinder the(itch- 
ting) of their cares. 
hy Indeed his Tongue 
nd deſerves tobe burnt, that 
of tlekes of ſearing the 
eares of others; For faith 
fl commeth by hearing. But 
41 would have men not 
nJ heare fewer Sermons, but 
heare more in hearin 
M fewer Sermons. Leſſe 
Preaching better heard *y 
(Reader lay the Emphaſis, 
not on the word Leſſe, 
but on the Word better) 
would make a wiſerand 
ſtronger 
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ſtronger Chriftiar, dipe. 


ſting the Word from hi 
bee! into his heart to 
praCtice 1t In his Covey. 
ſation. 


ALTTI TITEL]: 
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. on all kind of 


PRAYERS. 


H— 


umn 


I. 
Newly awaked. 


Ke?2Y the Leviticall 
JJ2 Law,the firſtling 
=" of every. cleane 
Creature which opehed 
the * Matrix was holy to 
God. By themorall Ana- 
logy thereof, this firſt 
glance of mine Eyes, is 
H due 


* E*0d- 
34 19+ 
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due to him. By the 
cuſtome of this King. 
dome, thereaccreweth to 
the Land-Lorda fineand 
Herriot from his Te 
nant, taking a further E- 
{tatein his Leaſe. Thold 
from God this clay Cot- fy 
tage of my Body; ( An 
homely Tenement, but 
may I in ſome meaſure be | 
a{lured of a better before 
outed of this. ) Now be- 
ing raiſedfrom laſt nights 
ſlcepeI may feeme tore. jr 
nue 4 life. What ſhall I [ 
pay to my Land-Lord? 
even the beſt quick crea- | 
ture which.is to be found 
on my Parren Copy-bold 


lips, 
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ips, prailing him for his 
Protection over mee. 
More he doth not _= 
leſle I cannot give, 

ſuch is his g neſle Lov 
my weakneſle, that be- 
ore I cah give him 
thankes, he giveth me to 


tethankfull. 


a FI 


GS ws» LY 


IL 


Family-Prayer. \ 


Ong have I ſearch't 

the Scriptwres to find 
þ poke tive precept en- 
oyning , of precedent I 
ſerving dayly Prayet 
In a Faxszly, yet hitherto 
dave found none proper 
H 2 for 


 */ 


".__>-onctbe 


- 


Rey 
w 
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for my purpoſe. Indeedlf 
So read, that there was af 
$a * yearely Sacrifice offeredl 


at Bethlehem for the Faf 
* mily of Jeſſe; but if hence 
we ſhould inferre Houſe, 
hold holy dutyes, other 
would conclude th 
ſhould onely be AnnuallF" 
And whereas it is ſaid. 
oure ont thine indignati 
on on the heathen, and on 
the Families which havd 
not called on thy name,the T 
word taken there in 
large acception reproy, | 
veth rather the want off, 
nationall, then demeltiy 
call ſerviceof God. 
But let not propha 
nefle improve it ſal 0 
| cen 


=— 


ol 
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nſure family-Prayerfor 
pill-worſhip, as wanting 
warrant in Gods ward. 
or where God injoyn- 
tha general! du 'y as to 
mrveand feare hin, there 
!l pzrticular meanes , 
Twhcreof Prayer a Prin- 

ipall ) e-nding thereun- 

oare commanded. And 
-Jvrely the Pious Houſe- 
"Þoldsof * Abraham, * 70- 
Þz, and * C ornelins, had 1g. 
he ome holy Exerciſes to * Joſh-24. 
Fhemſelves, as broader Ag, to. 

hen their perſonall de- 2. 
Fotion, ſo narrower then 
: ſhe publique ſervice, juſt 

adequate to their owne 
' rvate family. 


| 


H3 .IIL Selfe 
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TII. 


Sel fe without Other . 


ſelfe 


Come loving Wife 
"may perchance be 
(though not angry with) 
grieved at her Fixsband, 
for excluding her from 
his Private Prayers, thus 
thinking with herlelte; 
Auſt I be diſcommo- 
ned from my Husbauds 
Devotion ? what? Seve- 
rall Clojjet-Chappells, for 
thoſe of the ſame Bed and 
Board f ire not our cre- 
dits embarqud in the ſame 
Bottom , ſo that thy 
ſwim 
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ſwim or finke together ©. 


May Inot be admitted an 
Auditour at his Petitions, 
were it onely tojay ANLEN 
thercunto £ | 

Put let ſuch a one ſe. 
riouly conſider what the 


* Prophet ſaith, The Fa- " Tack 12 
mily of the Houſe of David 


apart, and their Wives a- 
part > the Family of the 


Houſe of Nathan apart, & 


their Wives apart. Perſo- 
nall private Faults muſt 
be privately confeſſed. It 
5not meet, ſhee ſhould 
know all the B9ſom ſins 
of him, in whoſe Boſore 
ſhe lieth. Perchance be- 
ing now offended, for 
not hearing her Hus- 
H 4 anl. 8. 


"xz, 
” 
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bands abos oh ſhe would 
be more offended, if ſhee 
heard them. Nor hath 


ſte juſt cauſe to com- 


' plaine, ſeeing herein Ny. 


thins Waite, 1s equall 
with Nathan himſclfe; 
what liberty ſhe allow- 
eth, isallowed her, and 
may as well as her Hus- 
band claime the privi- 
ledge privately and 4- 
part to power forth her 
ſoule unto God in her 
daily devotions, 

Yet man and wife, at 
other times ought to 
communicate in their 
prayers, all other exclud- 
cd. 

_ IV. Groanes 
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: IV. 
! 
: Groanes. 
[ov comes it to palle 


that Groanes made 
in men by Gods Spirit 
cannot bee uttered ? 
I finae two . Reaſons 
thereof. Firſt , becauſe 
| | thole Groans are ſo low, 
- | andlittle, ſo faint, fraile, 
and feeble, ſo next.to no- 
thing ; theſe ſtill-borne 
. | Babes only breath with- 
, | out crying. 
| ger: becauſe {o 
much drverlity, yea con- 
trariety of Paſhon, 
crowded within _ 
Hs5 COIN 
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compatie of a Groaxe. In 
it is comprized ſorrow 
for our {ins, Joy m Chriſt, 
fear of hell, hope ofhea- 
ven, love of God, hatred 
of finne. Now as when 
many men at the ſame 
time preſling out at a 


'narrow Wicket, all ſtick, 


and ſtop each other, ſo 
no wonder if ſo many 
paſſions atthe fame time, 
ſtriving to vent them- 
ſelves at the narrow Out- 
let of a Groane, are ſtay- 
ed from being expreſ- 
five, and the Groane be- 
come unutterable, 

How happy is their 
condition , who have 
God for their Interpre- 
| ter, 
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tcr £ who not onely un- 
derſtands what they do, 
but what they would 
ſay. Daniel could tell the 
meaning of the Dreame, 
which Nebuchadnezzar 
had forgotten. GOD 
knowes the meaning of 
thoſe Groanes which ne= 
ver" as yet knew their 
owne meaning, and un- 
derſtands the Senſe of - 
thoſe Siehes, which never 
underſtood themfetves. 


Y. F; Alte 
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V. 


Ejaculations their uſe. 


Tacalations are ſhort 

Prayers, dartedup to 
God on emergent occafj- 
ons. It no other Artilery 
had been uſed this laſt 
leven yeares in England, 
1 will not afhrme more 
ſoules had been in hea- 
ven, but fewer corpes had 
been buried in Earth. O 
that with David we 
might have ſaid my heart 
* 7s fixed,being lefle bu- 


fiedabout fixing of Muſ- 


hets. 
The principall uſe of 


Ejacts 


all kind of Prayers. 
Fjiaculations,, 1s againſt 
the fiery * dartes * the 
 evill. Our Adverſary 
inje.'s, ( how he doth it 
God k::owes, that hee 
doth it we know, ) bad 
motions into our hearts, 
and that we may be as 
nimble with our Anti- 
dotes, as he with his poy- 
ſens , ſuch ſhort prayers 
are proper and neceflary. 
In bard Hwvens ( 1o 
choacked up with the 
envious ſands that great 
Ships drawing many foote 
water Can not Come. 
neare ) lighter and leſler 
Pinnaſſes may freely and 
ſafely arive. When wee 


are time-bound , place- 
bouud 
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bound, or perſon bound, 
ſothat wee cannot com. 
poſe ourſelvestomakea 
large ſolemn _ this 
is the right inſtant for 
Ejaculations, whether 0. 
rally uttered, or one] 
poured forth inward!y in 
the heart. | 


VI. 
Their Priviledege, 


Iaculations take not 

up any roome in the 
Soule. T hey eve liberty 
of callings , ſo that at the 
ſame inſtant one may fol-- 
low his proper vocation. 
The husbandman may 
dart 
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dart forth an Ejaculation 
and not makea balke the 
more. T he Seaman never 
the leffe ſteere his ſhip 
nght.in the dark'{t nigh. 
Yea the Soldier at the 
ſame time, may fhoot ont 
his Prayer to Gud, and 
ime his Piſtoll ar his E- 
nemy, the one better hir- 
ting the marke for the 
other. 

The ferild wherein Bees 
feed 15no whitthe barer 
tor their biting, when 
they have tooke their 
full re paſt on flowers or 
orafſe, the Ox may feed. 
the ſheep fat on therr re- 
verſions, The reafon i 
becauſe thoſe little chy- 


milts 
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miſts deſti] onely the re. 
fined part of the floure, 
leaving the groller ſub. 
ſtance thereof. So Eju- 
culations bind not men to 
any bodily obſervance, 
onely buſie the ſpiritual] 
half, which maketh them 
conſiſtant with the pro- 
ſecution of any other Im. 
ploiment. 


VII. 


Extemporary Prayers, 


JN Extemporary prayer 
what men moſt admire 
God leaſt regardeth. 
D.amely the volnbility of 
the tongue. Herein 4 Ter- 
tullws 


© ;y//us may equal, yea ex- . 
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cecd Saint. Pal himfelfe * 2 Cor. 
whoſe * ſpeech was but © 
me.ane, O,1tis the heart , 
keeping time and tune 

with the voyce which 

God liſtneth unto. O- 
therwiſe the nimbleſt 
Tongue tires, and loud- 

elt voyce growes dumbe 
before it comes halfe 62] 
way to heaven. Make it F 
(ſaid God to Moles ) in * y&.g.5. 
all * things, like the pat- 

terne in the mount. One- 

ly the conformity of the 

wordes with the mind , 

mounted up in heavenly 
Thoughts is accepta- 

bleto God. The gift of 
extemporary Prayer , 
ready 
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ready utterance may be 
beſtowed on a Repro-. 
bate, but the grace there. 
of. [ religious affections) 
is onely given to Gods 
Servants. 


V III. 
Their cauſeleſſe Scandall, 


was lay it to the 
charge of Extempora- 
ry f 9 ws: asf 1t were 
a diminution to Gods 
Majeſty to offer them 
unto him, becauſe( allu- 
ding to Davidsexpreſſi- 
On to * Ornan the Jebu- 
* >&qm, Hte,) they coſt nothing, 
24-24 but ccme without any 

Paires or incuſtry to 
pro- 


c 
S 
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provide them. A moſt 
falſeaſperſion. 

Snrely preparation of 
the heart, ( though not 
premeditation of every 
word ) 1s required there- 
unto. And __ the par- 
ty praying at that very 
i has fans. indie not 
every ay 48596 yet 
ſurely he hath formerly 
laboured with his heart 
and tongue tao , before 
heattained that dexteri- 
ty of utterance , properly 
and readily to exprelle 
himſelfe. Many houres. 
in night no doubt he 1s 
waking, and was by him- 
ſclte praQtiſing Scriptwre 
phraſe, and the language 

- 
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of Canaan, wl 11ſt ſuch as 
cenſurehim, for his 1a. 
zineſle, were faſta lleep. 
in their Feds. 

Suppoſe one ſhould 
make an cntcrtainment 
for ſtrangers with fleſh, 
fiſh, foule, Veniſon, fruit, 
all out of his owne fold. 
field, ponds, Parke, Or- 
chard, will any ſay that 
this feaſt coſt him noth- 
ing who madeit? Surely 
although all grew on the 


ſame, and for the preſent 


he bought nothing by the 
penny, yet he or his An- 
ceſtors for him did at 
firſt dearely purchaſe 
theſc home-accommoda- 
tions, when that this en- 
tertainement 
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tertainment did ariſe. 

So the party who hath 
attained the faculty and 
facility of extemporary 
Prayer, (the cafie aF of 
alaborious habit)though 
at the inſtant not ap- 
pearing to take paines, 
hath bin formerly indu- 
{trious with himſelfe, or 
his parents with him ( in 
giving him pious edu- 
cation ) or elſe hee had 
never acquired ſo great 
perfection, ſeeing only 
long practice makes the 
Pen of a ready writer. 


I XK, Night= 
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I X. 


Night-Prayer. 


Fath in Scripture is 

compared to Sleepe, 
Wellthen may my night. 
Prayer be reſembled to 
waking 19 #111; 1 will be 
careful] not to die inteſ< 
tate; as flſo tiot to de- 
ferre *1y will-waking, till 
I ami not Compos mentis 
till _ Lethargie of dron- 

eſſe ſerze upon mee. 

4 But beingin perfect 


memory I bequeath my 


ſouleto God; the rather 
becauſe Iam ſure the Di- 
vell will accuſe mee when 


ſkeeping 
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ſeeping. O the advan- 
tage of ſpirits above bo- 
dyes ! If our Clay-Cottage 
benot cooled with reſt, 
the Roofe fallsa fire.Satan 
hath no ſuch need : the * « Rev-12- 
Night 1s his fitteſt time. ” 
Thus mans ' Vacation 1s 
the Terme for the Beaſts 

of the Forreſt, they move 
moſt, whilſt he lies quiet 

in his bed. 

Leaſt therefore, whilſt 
Sleeping I be out-laned 
for want of appearance to 
Satan's charges] committ 
my ca#ſe to htm, who wei 
ther ſnvebers nor ſleepes 3 
AxnweR Fox ME O 
My Gop. | 


Q 
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X. \ 
 ANo@urnall. c 


; ] J4»i4 ſurveying the | 

Firmament , brake} 

forth into this conſidera- [' 

tion , When I conſidered |" 

the Heavens the worke ;4 be 

*Plal.8:3. thy Fingers, the* Moon th 
theftarres, which thou haſt 

created; What 1s man Oc." 

How cometh he toſ!< 

mention the Aoone and I" 

Starres, and omitt the 

Sunne. The other being ['/ 

but his Perſſorers,ſhining It! 

; with that exhibition of I) 

, Light , which the boun- | 

ty ofthe Sun alots ow. bac 

t 
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It is anſwered; this 
was Davids night- medi. 
txtion, when the Sunn: 
departing to the other 
World, left the lefler 
liehtes onely Viſeble in 
Heaver, and as the Skie 
is beſt beheld by Day in 
the g/ory thereof, ſo itis 
beſt lurveyed by Niebt,in 
the variety of the ſame. 
N:cht was made for 
man toreſt in. Lut when 
[cannot ſeep, may I with 
this P/almiſt entertaine 
my wakznz, with good 
Thoughts, Not to uſe 
g fihem as 0p/22, tQunVite 
fimy corrupt nature to 
« [umb:r, but to bolt out 
, (bad thonghts , which @- 
t I mar 


Ye A Kel, mm Tt 4a. i > ot 
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therwile would poſleſt} 
my {oule, WS 
4 

»,Q 6 C 

b 


Set Prayers. f 
þ 
Sf Prayers are pre: 
ſcript Formes of oufgÞ 
own, or others compoſing t 
{uch are lawful! for any,|r: 
and zeedfull for ſome tq4 
uſe. | 
L awfill for any.Otherſa! 
wiſe God would noffe 
have appoitited thq# 
Prieſts, ( preſumed 0 
themſelves beſt abletqN 
ray ) a forme of bleſſing 
_ Joſe Nor ao (v 


our Saviour have ſet ufc 
h 
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ef his Prayers, which (asthe 
Towne-Buſhell 1s the Stan- 
dird both to meaſure 
Corne , and other Buſhels 
by,) is both a Prayer in it 
ſelfe, and a pattern or 
plat- forme of Prayer, ſuch 
re-Jas accuſe Set-formes to 
ufbe pinioning the wings of 
ngth: Dove,w1ll by the next 
y.,1returne athrme that Gir= 
tddles and Garters made to 

rengthen and adorne , 
erfare ſo many ſhackles and 
no{ ſetters, which kart and 
th4binder mens free motion. 
of Needfull for ſome. 
Namely for ſuch whoas 
indyet have not attained 
uid(what all ſhould endea- 
 uſvour) to pray extempore, 
| I 2 by 


I60 
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by the Spirit. But as 
little children, (to whom 
the plaineſt and eveneſt 
Roome at firſt, 15a Laba- 
rinth ) are ſo ambitious 
of gomg,an-hye-lone,that 
they ſcorne to take the 
guidance of a Forme, or 
Bench to direct them, 
but will adventure by 
themſelves, though often 
to the coſt of a knock and 


a fall: So many confeſle 


their weakxes m denying 
roconfeſleit, who refule- 
ing to be beholder to a 


ſet-forme of Prayer, pre- 


terre tofay non-ſence 1a- 
ther then nothing in|; 
their extempore Expres- 
ſions, More wodeſty, and 

no 
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I nolelie Piety it had been 


for ſuch men, to have 
prayed longer with Set- 
formes, that they might 
pray better without 
them. 


XII. 
The ſame againe. 


T is no baſe and beg- 

gerly ſhift, ( arguing a 
narrow and neceſ{itous 
heart )but a peice of holy 
and heavenly Thrift of- 
ten to uſe the ſame Pray- 
eragaine.Chriſts Pradtice 
s my Dire@ory herein, 
who the third time ſaid 
the ſame * words. 
T4 A 
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A good Prayer isnot like 
a Stratagem 1n Warreto 
to be uſed but once. No, 
the oftener, the better. Þ 
The cloathes of the Iſra- 
elites whilſt they wande. ft 
red fortie yeares in the! 
Wildernefje, never waxed | \ 
old as if made of Perpetu- |: 

f 


ano indeed. So a good 
Prayer, though often u- 
ſed is ſtill freſh and faire | 
in the Eares and Eyesof |t 
Heaven. I 
Deſpairenot then thou | t: 
fimple Soule; who haſt | {i 
no exchange of Raiment, | a; 
whole Prayers cannot ap- | g 
peare every day, at hea- 
vens Court,in new cloaths 
Thou mailt be as _ a 
Sub» 
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Sjed, though not fo 
off great a Gallant, cCom- 
m2 alwayes in the ſame 
r, Puts, Yea perchance the 
» (very lame, wich was 
[thy Fathers an4 Grand - 

[fathers before thee, (a 
d [well compoſed Prayer 'S 
i. [a good Heire-toome 1n a 
d family, & may heredita- 
- | rily be :deſcended to many 
re | Generat ions,) But know 
f | thy comfort, thy Prayer 
is well know to heaven 
u to it, which-it 15a co1- 
ſt J ſtant caſtomer, Oaely 
t, Jadde' new, or new de- 
= | grees of old affeftions 
- | thereunto, and jt will be 
sf acceptable to God, thus 
repaired, asif new erett- 
ed, I 4 X[IT, 
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X11]. 


Aixt-Prayers, 


M= Prayers are a W« 
nethodicall com- 


WE wag (no caſuall con- 
blind of extempore and 
Premeditate Prayers put 
together, Wherein the mi 
Standers, {ti} - are the ly 
ſame, and the eſſentiall I of 
Parts, ' (confeſſion of (in, [' w 
begging of Pardon, cra- | 
ving grace for thefuture, ſe 
thanking God for for- | » 
mer Favours &c. ) like | th 
the Bones of the Prayer 
remaine alwayes unalte- | x 
red, Whilſt the moveable 
þ etitions 
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Wtitions ( like the fleſh 
Colour of thy Prayers ) 
re added, abridged, or 
tered , as Gods Spirit 
dviſeth and enableth us, 
iccording to the emer- 
rencies of preſent occaſi- 
0nS, 
'In the Mid-land-Sex 
Galleys are found to be 
 Ymoſt uſefull, which part- 
ly r#nne on the Legges 
of 0ares, and partly flye 
with the Wings of Sailes, 
whereby they become 
ſerviceable both in a 
wind and1n a calme. Such 
theconveniency of mixt- 
preyer,, wherein infuſed 
acquired graces meet 


together, and men part- 
Is ly 


Meditations on 


ly move with the brea t 
of the holy Spirit, part] 
row On by their owne In 
duſtry.Such medley pray 
ers are moſt uſeful}, as ha 
ving the ſtedineſſe of pre 
meditate, and the a@ivi 

- ty of extemporary prayer, 
zoyned together. 
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XIIITL.- 


Take your company 
_ along. 


T 1s no diſgrace for 

ſuch who havethe guift 
and grace of gone 
prayer, ſometimes to uſe 
a ſet-forme, for the bene- 
fit and behoof of others. 
Igcob 


. 
. 


all kind of Prayers. 
Taxcob thongh he could 
have marched on a man's 
pace, yet was carefull not 
to over-drive the chl- 
dren, and Eewes*big with 
young. Let Miniſters rc- 
member to bring up the 
Recre in their Congreg.ti- 
ons, thit ihe meancſt 
may goc along with 
them in their Devotions. 

God could have crey- 
ted the Werld ex tempore, 
in a moment, but was 
pleaſed (asI may ftay;) 
to make 1t premediatly in 


' aſet-mcthod of ſix dayec, 


Not for his own,E4/e,but 
our Iaſtrucion, that our 
Heads and Hearts might 
the better keep pace with 

ls, 
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his Hands, to behold and 
conſider his Workman. 
ſhip. 
Let no man diſdame 
to ſet his owne nimble. 
neſſe backward that o- 
thers may goealong with 
him. Such degrading 
ones-ſelfe 1s the quickeſt 
proceeding in Piety , 
when men preferre the 
edification of others be- 
fore their owne credit 
and eſteeme. 


XV. 


Prager muſt be Quotidian. 


A 


Mong(t. other Arev- 
ments inforeeing the 


neceſiity 
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neceſlity of Daily-Pray- 
er, thisnotthe leaſt that 
Chriſt injoynes us to 
petition for dayly Bread. 
New-Bread we know is 
beſt , and in a fpirituall 
ſenſe, our Bread,(though 
n it ſelfe as ſtale and mo/- 
die as that of the Gibeo- 
nites )18 every day new, 
becauſe a mew and hot 
bleſſing ( as T might ſay) 
is dayly beg'd, and be- 
ſtowed of God upon it. 
Manna muſt dayly be 

eathered, & not proviſio- 
nally be hoorded up, God 
expects that men every 
day addreſſe themſelves 
unto him, by petitioning 
him for ſuſtenance. 

How 
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How contrary Is this 
to the Common-pradice 
of many. As Camel/s in 
Sandy-Conntries are faid 
to drink but once in ſe- 
ven dayes, and then ir 
preſens, preteritum 
futurum, for time paſt, 
preſent, and 10 come, (0 
many,fumble this, laſt, 6: 
next Weekes devotion ll 
in a prayer. Yea ſome de- 
ferre all their praying till 
thelaſt day. 

Copayns had a con- 
ceite that becauſe Baptiſ- 
»1e waſh't away all ſinns, 
he would not be baptized 
til] his Death-bed, that ſo 
his ſoule might never 
looſethe purity thereof, 
but 


1/0 


es <a 
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but immediately mount 
to Heaver, But ſudden 
Death preventing hum, he 
was not baptized at all, 
as ſome ſay, or onely by 
an Arrian Biſhop as —_ 
athrme.It anyerroniouſly 
on the ſame ſuppoſition 
put off their Prayers to 
the laſt, let them take 
heed,leaſt long delayed, 
at [aſt they prove either 


none at all. or none in__ 
cftect. 


XVI. 
The Lords Prayer. 
N«this age wee begin to 


think meanely of the 
Lords 


» 
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Lords Prayer, Oh how 
baſely may the Lord 
think of our Prayers. 
Some will not forgive 
the Lords prayer forthat 
paſlage therein, as we for- 
give them that treſpaſſe 
againſt ws. 

Others play the witch- 
eson this prayer. Witch- 
es are reported (among(t 
many.other hell:ſh 0bſer. 
vations, whereby they 
| oblige themſelves to 
Satan) to ſay the Lords 
prayer backwards. Are 
there not many, who 
though they doe not 
pronounce the ſyllables 
of the Lords praver retro- 

grade ( their —_ 
p W1 
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all kind of Prayers. I73 J 
will not ſuffer them to 

b: betraied, toſucha non. 
ſence {1n, yet they tranſ- 
pole it 1n effect, deſiring 
their Dayly-Bread, before 
Gods Kingdom come, pre - 
terring temporall bene- 
fits before heavenly blef.. 
[ngs.Oh; it every one by 

this marke ſhould be try- 

& for a Witch , how 

hard- would it goe with 

all of us. Lamiarum plena 

ſunt ommia. 


XVIL 
All Beſt. 
AT the fiedge and 


takeing of New-Car- 
thage 
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tha ce in Spainethere was 
diſlention betwixt the 
Souldrers, about the 
' Crown Murall duetohim, 
who firſt footed the 
Walles of the City, Two 
pretended tothe Crown, 
Parts weretaken, and the 
Roman Army ſiding in 
factions, was likely to fall 
foule, and mutually fight 
againſtitſelfe. Scipfothe 
Generall prevented the 
danger by providing two 
* Plurk {44741 © Crownes, giving 
in Scipo's Onetoeach who claimed 
life. p4;- it, affirming that on the 
1807. SONY 
examination of the 
prooffes, both did ap- 
peare to him at the ſame 


inſtant to climb the wall. 
O 
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O let us not ſet ſeveral! 
kinds of Prayers at vari- 
ence betwixt themſelves, 
which of them ſhould be 
moſt uſefull, moſt ho- 
nourable. All are moſt 
excellent at ſeveral times, 
Crown Groanxes, Crown 
Ejaculations, crown Ex- 
temporary, crown Sett, 
crown Mixt prayer, [dare 
boldly ſay,he thatin ſome 
mealure loves not all 
kind of Jawfull Prayers, 
lovesno kind of lawfull 
Prayers. For if we love 
God the Father, we can 
hate no Ordinance, his 
child though perchance 
an occaſion may affect 


one above another. 
V III., All 
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X VIII. | 
All manner of Prayer. 


T is an antient Strata- 

gems of Satan, (yet (til 
he uſeth it, ſtil] men are 
cheated by it, ) to ſet 
Gods Ordinance at Vari- 
ance,(as the Deſciples fell 
out amongſt themſelves) 
which of them ſhould be 
the greateſt. How hath 
the Readers Tue been 
Cclaſh't againſt the Preach- 
ers Pulpit, tothe ſhaking 
almoſt of the whole 
Church, whether that the 
Word Preached or read be 
molt effeFuall to Salva- 
tion 
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tion. Alſo whether the 
Word preach'd or catechi- 
:4,molt uſefull. But no 
Ordinance ſo abuſcd as 
Prayer. Prayer hath been 

| ſet up againit Preach- 

| | ing, againſt Catec!-2ing, 
againſt it felfe. Whether 
publ:ck or private, Church 

or Cloſet, $et or Extempo- 

re Prayer the beſt. See 
bow St. Pay determines 
the controverſie * edey 

WE a * Eph. 6. 

mwrevgy with all manner 

of Prayer, ( lo the Geneva 

Tranſlation ) and ſuppli- 

cation in the Spirit. Pre- 

ferring none, commend- 

ing all lawfull Prayer to 

our practite. 


th. 
v” 
* 
p <4 - 
i £ 


\ emanmdt LAS —_ ————_Y CY 


XX, To 


179 Meditations on 


—_ 


R X. 


To God alone. 


A Mong gſt all manner 
of prayer to God, I 
find in Scripture neither 
promiſe , precept , nor 
Precedent to Warrant 
Prayers to Saints. And 
were there no other 
reaſon, this would in- 
courage me to pray to 
Chriſt alone becauſe, 

St. Paul ſtruck Elimas 
blind, Chriſt made blind 
Bartemens See. St. Piter 
kill'd Ananias and Saphis 
ra with his Word, Chriſt 
with his Word revived 
dead 
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all kixd of Prayers 
d:ad Lazarus. The Diſ- 
ciples forbad the Symo- 
Phenician woman, to call 
after Chriſt, Chriſt called 
unto her after they had 
forbidden her. All my 
Saviours Workes areſave- 
ing workes, none exten= 
ding tothedeath of man- 
kind. 

Surely Chriſt being 
now in Heaven, hath not 
lefle goodneſſe becaulc he 
hath more glory , his 
Bowels (till carn on us. I 
will therefore rather pre- 
ſent my Prayers to hum, 
wha alwayes did heale, 
then' to thoſe who ſome- 
times did hurt, And 
though this be no con- 
Vincewg 


179 
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vincing Argument tov 
Papiſts, tisa comfortable 
Morive to Proteſtants, A 
good Third, where fo 
good F irſts and Seconds 


have been lay'd before. 


| 


193 | 
AT 6 
OCCASIONAL 


MEDITATIONS. 


 —— 


I. 
Love & Anger. 


ſawtwo chil 
dren fight- 
5\ uing' toge- 
ther in the 
ſtrect. The 
Father of the one paſſag 
by, ftrch't his {onac a- 
way and correQed him 
x3 28 
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Occaſronall 
the other lad was lefc 
without any check , 
though both were cqual 
ly faulty in the Fray, I 
was halfc offended that, 
being gwlty alike, they 
were not puniſhed alike : 
But the Parent would 
only meddle with him 0. 
ver whom he had anun- 
doubred Dominion , to 
whom he bare an unfay. 
ned affeRion. 

.'The wicked finne, the 


Godly ſmart moſt in 


this world. God finglcth 


 IQuthis owne ſonnes,and 


beatcth them by them- 


' ſelves : Whom hee loveth 


he* Chaſteneth. Whileſt 
the ungodly; preſerved 
| from 


a == 
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from affliction, are reſer- 

ved for deſtruction, It 
being necdlefle that 

their haire ſhould bee ſha- 

, | wednithan hired * Raſor * 'ſa. 7, 
' | whoſe Heads arc inten- ** 

| ded forthe'* Axe of di- * Mar.3. 
| | vine Juſtice. - mY 


IT. 
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Upmards, Upwards. 


O W large Hou- 

ſes doe they build 
in London on little 
Ground 2? FRevenging 
themſelves on the Nare 
rowneſſe of their Roome 
with ſtore of Stories. 
Excellent Arithm tick ! 
K 2 from 


Occafhonall 
from the Rovte of one 
Floore,to multiplie ſo ma- 
ny Chambers, And 
though painfull the 
climbing up , pleaſant the 
ſtaying there, the higher 
the Healthfaller , with 
clearer Light and ſweet- 
cr Are, 

Small are my Meaxes 
.on Earth, May 1 mount 
my Soule the higher in 
Heavenly Med:tations, 
relying on divine provi- 


dence; (he that fed many 
* Mat.rs, Fhonſends with * five 
5. Loaves, may feed meand 


Mixe vith the FIFTH 
PART of that one 
Loafe, that once was al 
mine. Higher my Soule ! 
es higher 


Meditations, 

higher ! In bodily Byil- 
bings , commonly the 
Garrets are moſt emptie, 
bur my mzde the higher 
mounted , will bee the 
better furniſhed, Let 
p'1ſeverance to Death bee 
my w#ppermoſ® Chamber , 
the Roof of which Grace 
sthe Pavement of Glory. 


ITT. 


Bew 1re manion wit, 


| ſaw an Indentu etoo 
faircly engroſlcd ; for 
the writer ( beter Scrive- 
ner then Clearke) had fo 


\ filled it with flowriſhes 


chat it hindred my rea- 
K 3 ding 
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ding thereof,the wanton- 
nejſe of his Pen made a 
new Alphabet , and I was 
ſubje&t ro miſtake his 
D.ſhes for reall Letters. 
What dammage bath 
unwaric Rhetorick done 
to Religion * Many an 
innocent Reader hath ta- 
ken Damaſcew & Theophi- 
' IaFattheir word, count- 
ig their e;oquent Hyper- 
bei of Chrins a 
in the Sacrament the cx- 
at Standards of {their 
judg2ment, whence after 
ages brought in Tranſub- 
ſtartiation. Yea from the 
Fa: hers clegantApoſtra- 
phe'es to the Dead (live- 
ly Pictures by haſty 
Eyes 


Meditations. 
Fjes may be takes for li- 
ving Perſons ) Prayers 
to Saints tooke their O- 
riginalt, I ſee that rar hs 
Secretary muſt uſe a ſet 
Hand, in wrighting im- 
portant points of Divini- 
ty. Ill dancing for nim- 
ile Wits, on the Precipiſſes 
of dangerous Doarmes. 
For though they cſcape 
by their agility , others 
( encouraged by their 
examples ) may bee 
brought to deſtri. tion. 
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I'V. 


Ill. done Un dope. 


" Saw one., whether 
wrt of haſte , or want 
oi $kill,pur up his Sword 
the wrong way z It cat 
even when it was ſhea- 
thed, the cdge being 
er:nſpoled where the 
back ſhould have been : 
So that, percctving his 
errour, he was feigne to 
draw it out , that hee 
might put it up againe. 
Wearied and waſted 
w th civill Warre, Wee 
that tormerly loathed 
the Mary. of Peace '. be- 
cauſe 


Meditations. 
cauſe Common) could 
now be content to feede 
on it, though full of 
Wormes and putrified : 
Some fo defireus thereof 
that they care not on 
what Termes the Warre 
be ended, fo it bee en- 
ded : Bur ſuch a Peace 
would bee but a Trace, 
and the condittons thereot 
wou!d no longer bee in 
torce, then whileſt They 
are iN Forcs, Let us pray 
that the Sword be ſhea- 
thed rhe rieht way , with 
Gods glory ; and wich- 
out the dangerous dlg- 
cation of Prince and Peg- 
ples Right : otherwiſe it 
may juſtly be ſuſpected, 
 K5 i4har 
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that the Sword put up, 
will be drawn out again, 


And the Articles of an iil 


Agreement , though en- 
grofled in Parchment, not 
rake cite 4; 00 lon2 as 
Paper would continue, 


V. 
A Pace a pace, 


Owing on the 

Thames , the water- 
may confirmed mee 1n 
what formerly I had 
learnt from the Maps; 
how that River welſt- 
wardrunnes ſo crooked 
as likely ro loſe it ſelte in 
a Labyrinth of its owne 
making 
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making. From Reading 


to Lonaon,by land,thirty 


by water an hun- 
d;ed miles. So wanton- 
ly that Srreame dilport- 
eth it ſelfe, as if-as yer 
unreſolved whether to 
14vance to the Sea, or 
retreat to its fountain. 
But the ſame bein 
paſt London(as if ſenſible 
ot its former Lazineſſe, 
and tearing to be checkr 
of the Ocean, the mother 
of all Rivers, for ſo long 
loytering; or elle, as it 
wearic with wandring 
and loth to loſe more 
way : Or laſtly, as if 
conceiving ſuch Wilde- 
neſſe inconſiſtent with 
Es the 
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F, 


* Puilip.3 on*, and with them heave 


Occaſionall 
the Gravity of his Chan- 
nel, now growneid, and 
ready to. bee ewried in 
the Sea) runnes 1a 1lodi- 
ret aLine, th:t trom 
London to Graveſend, the 
nunberot the 1 1lcs are 
eq ally twenty both by 

Land and by Water. 
Alas! How much of 
my lite is laviſht away ? 
Oh the IJotricacies, Win- 
dings, Wandrings, Tur- 
nings , Tcrgiveslations 
of my " deceutull Youth | 
I have lived in the mid- 
deſt of acrooked Generati- 


turned aſide unto * crooked 
wares, Hign time it ts 
now tor mee to make 
Streight 
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crreig't* Paths for my feet , "has 
and to redeeme what is ;;. IR 
1 pot, by amending what 

is preſent and to come, 
Flux, Flux ( in the Ger- 
maine Tougue, Quick, 
wick) was a Moto of * In his 
B ſhop * Fewels, preſa- ©P-'* 
eng the approach of his - 
Death. May I make good 
uſe thereof, Make haſte, 
Make hafte, God knows 
how lutle time is |. fr me 
and may I bee a good 
Hucbaend to improve 
the ſhort remnant there- 
of. 


VI. At- 


Occaſronall 


V I. 


Alwaies the Rifins Sunnt, 


' Have wondred why 
[ the Romiſh Church do 
nut: pray t Saint Abra- 
ham, Saint David, Saint 
Hezekiah , &C.as well as 
tothe Apoſtles, and their 
 Succeſſors ſince Chriſts 
time; For thoſe antient 
Patriarks, by the ccnte(- 
ſion of Papiſts, were long 
ſince relieved out of Lim 
bo ({oon out , who were 
never in) and admitted 
to the fight and preſence 
of God, cſ{pecially Abra- 
ham, being Father of the 
Ins Fahtbfws, 
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Faithfull, as well Gemtile 
as Few,vould(according 
to their Principles ) bee a 
proper Patron tor their 
Petitions. 
Burt it ſcemes that mo- 
derne Saints rob. the old 
ones of their honour, a 
Garnet, Or late Bernard of 
Parts, have leverally 
more Prayers made unto 
them then many old 
Saints have together. 
New Beeſoms {weepe 
cleanez new * Ciſternes , |... 
of fond mens owne hew- 13. 
ing , moſt likely to ho 
water, 
Proteſtants, in ſome 
kinde , ſerve their living 
Miniſters, as Papiſts their 
c 
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dead Saivrs, For aped 
Paſtors, who have boys the 
Heat of the Day, in our 
Church, are j#/led out 
of reſpec by young Prea- 
chers, not having halfe || | 
their Age, nor a quarter }} | 
of their Learning and Re- if ( 

| 


ligios, Yet lct not the 
former bee difheartened, 

for thus it ever was and 
will be, Enzbſb- Atheni- 
ans,'\| tor Novelties,new || 
Sets, new Schifmes, new 
Dotbrines, new Diſci- 
Plines, new Prayers, new 
Preachers, 


Charivie, 


Medita 
VII. 


: Charitie, Charmie, 


: 'S Hurch Storie reports 
' of Saint Fohy , that 
being growne very Aged 
(well nigh a hundred 
yecres ol4) wanting 
| ſtrength and voice to. 
make a long Sermon, hee 
|| was wont to goe up into 
the Pulpet, and often re- 
pete theſe Words, Babes 
vo 4 your ſelves from [-. 

dols, Brethren Love one 4« 
notber. 

Our Age may ſceme- 
ſuth. iently to have pro- 
vided againſt the gro _ 

; (0 


Occaſional 
of Idolatry in England. © 
\that ſome order were ta- 
ken for the increaſe of 
Charity It were Liber- 
ty enough,it tor the next 
ſeaven yeeres, all Scr- 
mons were bound to 
keepe Refidence nn this 
Text. Brethren Love ons 
axatber. 

But would not ſome 
fall ont with themſelves,if 
appointed to Preach Uni- 
ty to Others. Vindica- 
tive $;#ri8s,if confined to 
this Text, would confine 
the Text to their Paſs/on; 
by Brethren underſtands 
ing ozly ſuch of their own 
Party. But O, ſeeing 0- 
ther Monopolies are _ 
ve 


Meditations. 21x 
yed, letnotthis remain, 
zgainſt rhe fundamental 
Law of Charity, Let all 
bend their heads, hearts 
and hands, to make up 
the breaches in Church 
2nd State, But too many 
now a daics are like Phs- 
10hs Magicians, who 
could conjure up * with 
their Charmes more 
new Frogs, but couldnot 
remove or drive away 
thoſe mulcitude of Frogs 
which were there be- 
fore,» Unhappily hap- 
pyin making more rents 
an.|diſcentions, but una- 
bleor unwilling to com- 
pole our former differen» 
ces, 


* Exod. 8, 
7. 


The Senſible Plant. 


Heard much of a Sex- 
- (ble Pl: ys , nnd coun- 
_red it a ſcnielefſe relati- 
on ( a rational! Beaſt,car- 
rying as little contradi- 
Rion ) untill bcholding 
i, mincEyes uſhered my 
Judgement into a belcetf 
rhereof. My comprehen- 
fron thereof is this. God 
having made three great 
Staires [ Vegetable, Serſb- 
ble and Reaſonable Crea- 
tires) that men thereby 
 mighrclimbe up into the 
knowledge of a Deity, 
bath 
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hath placed ſomethings 
of a middle nature (as 
balfe Paces betwixt the 
Starics) ſo to make the 
Step lefle, and the aſcent 
more caſicfor our Medi- 
tations. | 
Thus this a@ive Plant 
(with viſible motion) 
doth border and confine 
on Sen/able Creatures. 
Thus in Africk, ſome 
moſt agil and intelligent 
Marmaſits may ſeeme to 
ſhake ( fore feete ſhall I 
ſay or) hands, with the 
rudeſt Sebvages of that 
Countrey, as not muck 
more then one remove 


from them, in knowledg 


and civility. 
E. But 
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. But by 'the ſame pro. 
| portion may not man,by 
cuſtome and improve. 
ment -of Piety , mount 
himſclfe neere to an An- 
gelicall nature.Such was 
Enoch, who whileſt live- 
*GGen.5. ing on Farth , * Walked 
hog with God, O may our 
* Philp.z Converſation be in* Hea« 
20, ven, For ſhall a Plant 
take a new degreegy proce.d 
Senſible, and ſhall man 
have his Grace Stayed for I © 
| want of ſufficiency, and 
| not vvhileſt living here, [#4 
Commence Awgel , in his 
holy and heavenly affe. |"! 
ions. K 
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I X. 


Chriſt my King. 


Loy how king Ed- 
ward the firſt, ingenu- 
ouſly ſurprized the Welch 
into ſ#jeF1on,proferring 
them ſuch a Prince as 
ſhould be 

I. The Sonof 4 King. 

2. Borne in their owne 


Conmrey.. 
3. Whom mone could 
taxe for any fault. 


The Welch accepted 
the Conditions , and the 
King tendred them his 
ſonne Edward, an Infant, 
newly borne in the Ca- 


file | 


Occ afronall. 
ſtle of Carnarvan. 
Doe notall theſe Qua- | 
litcations myſtically| 
Center themſelves in my} 
Saviour ? 
1. The King of|' 
Heaven faith unto him, || 
SJ *Plal.: 7. thow art my Sonne, * thi 
day bave T begotten thee. 
2. Our true Connirey 
man, Real fliſh, whereas 


hee tooke not on him the na- 
- tare of Angels, | ] 


wih, like to us in all 


' things. ſin only excepted, 4 
h Pol hed cen Al 
| *Luk1g. wicked men, who* Wilp 
' I mot have this King torwleſ® 
| over them. May he have 
Domunion in and overf® 
- RE 


I 


Meditations. 


Heaven and Earth cant» 
not afford a more proper 
Prince for the purpole, 
exatly accompliſhed 
with all theſe comforta- 
ble qualifications. 


X. 
Tr tbulat $0. 


Finde two ſad E19me- 
logies of Tribulation 
n 


e.trom (Tribuluc;) 4 


@ atumatcs that ſuch atfli» 
it 
l 
7e 
I 
6 


Hons which . are as;il 
dt Paine and Anguifh 
nro the-ſqule,as a Thory 
thruſt inco atcnder part 

| L of 


me. Thy X mmgdome come. 


three forked Tharn, which - 


#17 - 


i5 unto the 230. 
wo —— be rer-| 


pe other, from Tyi- 
bulws, the Head of a Flall, 
or Flegel , knaggic and 
knotty (made common- 
ly asItake it , of athick 
_ Therwe) and then it 
—_— , that AffliFions, 
| u3 ns heevic 
AS n. File, threſhing 


| = fremche oye 

m-the _— 
Bit which is the wo 
rhough I may choolq 
whence to derive tt 
Re Word 


1 
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Word , I cannot chooſe 
-| ſo, as to decline the thing 
| 1 maſt * through mach Tri- ac. 1, 
i-] bulation, enter into the 12. 
Kingdome of God. 

Therefore I will labor 
not to bee like a youn 
Colt , firſt ſer ro Plowgh, 
which more Tires him- 
ſelfe our with his owne 
untowardaefle { whip- 
; ping himſelfe with his 

miſ-fpert mettle ) 
then with the weighs of 
| what he draweszand will 
hbour patiently r@ beare 
I what is impoſed upen 
me, WE 


L2z- 


Occafionall 


XI. 


Beware. 


Saw a Cannon ſhot off. 
The men, at whom it 
was levelled, fell flat on 
the ground, and focſta- 
ped the Bullet, Againſt 
ſuch blowes,falligg is all 
the fencing, and Proſtra- 
tion all che Armorr of 
e 
Bur that which gave| | 
them notice to fall 4owne 
-was their percciving - of 
the fire betore the Ord- 
nance was diſcharg'd. Oh 
the Mercy of that Fire! 
which, as it were, repen- 
ng 
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ting of the miſchiefe ir 
had done, and the mur- 
ther it might make, ran 
a Race, and outſtript the 
Bullet, that men ) at the 
ſight thereof) might bee 
provided , when they 
could not refift to pre- 
vent it, Thus every mur- 
thering Piece, is alſo a 
Warning Piece againſt it 
ſclfe. 

God, inlike manner, 
warnes before he wounds ; 
friehts before hee fights, 
Tet forty dayes and Nine- 
veeh ſhatl be deſtroyed. 0h 
Let us fall down before the 
Lord our Maker, Then 
ſhall his Anger be plea» 
{cd ro make in us adaily 


L3 Poſſe- 


Ovcafionall 
Paſſe. over, and his Bullets 
levelled at we ſhall flic 4- 
bove us. 


XII. 
The firſt- Fruits. 


P Apiſt oblerve (ſuch 
are curious priers in- 
to Proteſtants carriage ) 
that Cherity in England 
Jay in a ſwound, from the 
diſſelntion of A4bbies , in 
the reigne of King Hewry- 
the eighth, till about the 
tcnth of Queen EF aberh. 
As jt in that «ge of Ru- 
ine, none durſt raiſc Rel. 
g70us Buildings , and as if 
the Axeand Hammer, {0 
lorg taught to beat gr 
ha 
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had forgot their former 
Uſe to build up for pious 
intents, 

At laſt comes * Wille, 
an Lambert, Eſqure, and 
firſt founds an poſpitall See com": 
at Greenwich in K en, cal- is Krae ; 
ling that his Society pag. 327- 
(luke politique Fob, at+ 
ter * ds wame.) The 

oe we E\ 
” Anherthi 
wonhy mat followed | * 5: 
many , that wee may al» 
moſt dazle Papifts 
with the Light of Prote 
ſtamts Good works, The 
lame Papiſis perchance; 
may now conceive 
7 Charity fo diſbearte® - * 
ncd. in our. daycs (by 
| L 4 theſe 


Otcaſionall 
theſe ku, we and 
 theconlequences there- 
of ) that no Proteſtants 
hereafrer ſhould bee ſo 
deſperate as to adven- 
ture upon a publique 
good Deede, O for a 
Lams nx r-Funior (& 
I hope ſome of his Z7- 
page are left Heires to his 
Lanas and Yirtues) who 
ſhall breake through the 
Ranks of all Diſcourage- 
ments, lo that now En- 
gliſh Proteſtants, being to 
begin 4 new Score of good 
Works , might from him 
date their Zpoche, Such 
a Charity deſerves to bee 
Knighted for the Yalour 
thereof. 

The 


Meditations, 
XIV. 
The Recruit. * 


Reade how one main 

Argument which the 
Apoſtle Pas! enforcerh 
on Timothy, To make full 
proofe of bus Miniſtery is 
this, * For I am now ready 
to be offered,and the time F 
my departure is at hand. 
Thus the dying Saints, 
drawing necre to Hea- 
| ven, their marke, is the 
beſt pur for the ſurviving 
to make the more ſpeed 

in their Race. 

-| How'many excellent 
Divines have theſe ſad 
| L5 times 


* 2 Tun.g Wiz: 
6, | 
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 * Eccleſ; 
12 5. 


PitIews 
ja vita : 
$tapletont 


Occafianall” 


'. times haſtcncd to their: 


long home? (Sa calledin 
Scripture * not becauſe 
long going thither , 
but long [ever] tarrying 
there.) How many have 
beene ſorrow-ſhat to 
their Heart ? Q that this 
would edge the endea- 
vours of our Generation, 
to ſuccede in the deed 
places ' of worthy men. 
Shall the Papifts curi- 
ouſly obſerve and fufh. 
ciently boaſt, that theit 


Stapleton was burne on , 


rhe ſame day , on which 


Sir Thomas More was bc- | 


headed, (as it his cradle 
made of the others cof- 
F»,) and ſhall nor our 


— — _ 


— o— -— _ 


Nurſeries | 
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Nurſeries of learning 
ſupply the void roomes 
of our Wortbies deceaſed. 
No fin I hope to pray, 
that our Timethyes come 
not ſhore ofour Pals, as 
in time, ſo in learning 
and religton. 


XV. 
The Mongrel. 


* Finde the naturall 
Philoſopher , making 
a Carater of the Lions ; 
diſpoſition, amongſt other 1» virg; 
his qualities reporteth 7 7” 
that firſt the Lion * feed- »« ſevic.” 
ech on Men, and after- Hikbbs. 
wards (iftorced with ex- cap.1o. 
eremi 


- 
cm—ns od 


Occaſionall 
tremitic ot hunger) on 
Women. 

Satan is a 70a7ing Lion 
ſeeking whome hee may de- 
voure, Only hee inverts « 
the method, and in his bill 
of fare takes the ſecond 
courſe firſt, Ever fince 
hee over-tempred our 
Grand-mother Eve, en- 
couraged with ſucccſle, 
hee hath preyed firſt on 
the weaker Sex. It 
ſcemes Hee hath all the 
vices , not the virtues of 
that King of Beaſts, a 
m__ Lion, having his | 
cruelty without his Geue- 
roſutye. 
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E dification 


| 


Meditations. 
XVIII. 
Edific ation. 


Read in a learned 
Phiſfitiang how our pro 
vulent Mother , Nature , 
toreſceing men (her wan 
ton children) would bee 
rampcring with the edge- 
zooles of Minerals , hid 
them farre from them,in 
the bowels of the Earth, 
whereas ſhce expoeſed 
Plants and Herbs more 
obvious to their Eye, as 

- fitter for their uſe. Bur 
ſome bold Empericks , 
negleQing the latter (as 
too common) have ad- 
ESD) ventured 
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Occafie 
ventured on thoſe hid- 
den Ainerals, oft times 
(through want of $kill 
ro the hurt of many, and 
hazard of more. 

God, in the new Te- 
Nament , hath placed all 
hiſtorical and- praRical 
matter ( needfull for 
Chriſtians to know and 
beleeve)inthe beginning 
of the Goſpell. All ſuch 
Truths lie above ground, 
plainly viſible, in the lit- 
reral ſence, The Prophe 
ticall and diftculr part 
comes inthe cloſe; But 
though the Teſtament 
was written in Grecke, 


_ —_ nd... oo. Meth ——— wut — 


Meditet101s. 
end thereof, How many 
trouble themfelves a- 
bout the Revelatiow, who 
might bee better buſicd 
in plaine Divinity ? Safer 
preſcribing to others, 
and practifing in them- 


ſelves, poſiove Pietys 


leaving fuch Miftical Mi- 
»erals ro men of more 


judgement to propre 
them, 


S 


| 


Occaſional * 
'*  XIX. 
Mad, not mad. 


Finde St, Paul in the 

ſamechapter confeſſe 
and deny madneſſe in him- 
ſelfe. Ads. 26. verſe 1. 
And being exceeding mad 
againſt them, I perſecuted 


them evenunts ſtrange Ci- + 
ties, verſe 25, when Fe-: 


ſts challenged him to be 
beſide himſelfe, I am wot 
mad moſt noble Feſt. 

Whileſt hee was mad in- 
deede, then none did 
ſuſpe& or accuſe him to 
be diſtracted ; but when 


converted, and in his 
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rieht minde , then Feſtus . 
taxcth him of madneſſe. 

There is a Country in 
| Africa, * wherein all the 
natives have pendulous + Munſler 
Lips. hanging downe like £9/"%: 
dogs-cares, alwaies raw 
and ſore, Here only ſuch 
as are handſome are 
pointed at for Monſters 
n this Age, wherein pol- 
| «ted and wwleane Lips 
are grown Epidemicall, 
if any - refraine their 
tongues from common 
Sins , alone are gazed at 
as Strange SpeRacles* 


1 


| 


The 


Occaſendl 


The dcegeſt Catt. th 


T beheld a Lapidary Jto 
cutting a Diamond , [to 
ihe Damond Hammer 
and Axvil both of the Jnc 
ſame kinde. 
God In Scipeure ſtiled Jm 
*2'a. his ſervants bis * Feweks, 
” Bis Diamonds they. are 
but alas, rude, rough, un 
roliched , without ſhape 
or f; ſhion , as they arile 
naked out of the Bed of the Bc 
Earth , before Art hath ſr 
dreſſed them, See how [wi 
God by rubbing one 
' rovgh Diamond againſt 
another, 
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maketh borch ſmooth. 
Barnabas afflicts Paul and 
Paul afflits Barnabas, by 
their hot falling our, Hse- 
77m occafioneth trouble 
' Fto Reffiuas, and Ruffinus 
tO Hierom, 

In our unnaturall war, . 
none I hope ſo weake 
and wilfall as to deny 
| {many good men (though 
miſled) engaged on both 
des.  O how have they 
cratchr. and raced, and a 
pierced, and bruifed,and 
droken one another ? 
Behold Heavens hand 
rating one Diamond 
with another, as for all 
thoſe who un-charita- 
ly deny any good on 
that 


Sor »— ww 
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. _"Orraſiondll 
that Party which they 
diſlike, ſuch ſhew them- 
ſelves Diamonds indeede 
in their hardneſſe ( cruel 
cenſuring ) but none in 
any commendable qua- 
litie, in their Conditi- 
ONS, 


FINTIS. 


Page 57 , Line 8. for 
Such, reade Sue. 
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